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THE PREFACE 


To the READER. 
T'2 Controverſies in Religion are (hypot! cti- 


cally) zeceſſary, ( for fo long as there is cither 

Ignorance or Malice inthe hearts of Men, there 
will be Differences in Opinion , and Animoſities amongſt 
them) yet a prudent well-regulated endeavour to mode- 
rate and aflwage them, is a work truly Chrift;an and Cha- 
ritable, however it may be fruitleſs, and unſuccesfull in 
the end, 

I do indeed heartily pray for it, yet dare not ( as yet ) 
promiſe my {clt ſo good a return of theſe my poor La- 
bours, as ny Bre:hrens conviction 5 Prejudice and Intereſt 
(irom which the deareſt of Gods Children are not wholly 
exempted) being not ſo eaſily remoy d; The utmoſt that 
I cannow expett , (and which I hope they will haveno 
caule to deny mcc) is their favourable AZſolution from that 
common, yet unworthy RefleRion of a Temporizing For- 
maliſi; it being my unteigned Ju4gment, (after aſtrit im- 
partiall inquiry into the nature of ſuch Impoſitions) that 
my Sutſcription to the Do#rine and Diſcipline of the 
Church ot Exglandis not only warrantable, but neceſlary. 

'Tis not my buſineſs at preſent, to give a particy/ar eX= 
plication or defence of thoſe Conſtitutions , which my Diſ- 
ſenting Brethren (both in Preſs and Pulpit) have thought fit 
to oppole ; That task hath been with ſo much ——_— 
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(and withall ſo much Moderation) performed (to omir 
others) by thoſe two worthy Inſtruments of Gols glory, 
Biſhop S anderſon, and Mr, Ho:ker, that I have often ( and 
I think not without jult cauſe) aimired, that any man en- 
dow:d ( even) with common Abilitics ( ſuppoſing him 
of a meck and docile ſpirit) ſhould remain unlatis'ycd, 
when he ſhall have bat ſeriouſly peruſed the 1ncomparable 
writings of thoſe Pious ad Learned Perſons, 

The truth is (be their pretences never fo pluſible) tis 
to me very plaine, that many of my Brethren both dccline 
and dread Conviction; of which (amongſt other proofes)' 
this which I now meation is a pregnant In'tance, 

No ſooner had this ſmall Pamphl:t appear'd in the 
World, but (asis uſuall in ſuch caſes, we being all deli- 
rous of Novelties) it was generally ſought after, and per. 
uſed, and ( that I may return my Thazxks for ſuch encous 
raging Reception ) not much diſcommended, However 
my Diſſenting Brethren (from whom I have deſerv'd 0- 
ther acknowledgements) werenot altogether ſo 01i;:ng; 
fome of which (this is no ConjeQure bur a certain Truth) 
though they both knew the Authors Perſon , and had other 
endearments, ſufficient to have invited a much greater 
Fawour, yet (having barely glanc'd upon the Tit!) very 
diſconrteouſly (not to ſay rudely) refus'd,cven one ſingle 
peruſall ot his humble Peritza. 

I muſt confeſs ( though even contrary to my naturall 
Laclination) I was ſome Feel mov'd,to obſerve ſuch cauſe- 
leſs and irrational Perwerſencſs, For though there be in» 
deed ſmall Realon, that any man ( in this Scribling Age ) 
ſhould (o little conſult either his Ti»e or Purſe,as tothink 
himſelf oblig'd to the peruſall of cach impertinent Pam 
phler, yet that ſo ſmall a Tra, ſo indfenſively compoſed, 
when 
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when preſented by the hand of 4 Fri-»4 , ſhould not find 


2 more favourable Acceptance, is ſuch an Vazentle-man like 
thing, that had I the leafure or defigne to play the'$atyrift, 
it were no hard task mcthinks to explode {5 difingcnious 
an i:.{tance, . 

But of this enough, if not (as ſome may judo ) too 
much: Which yet is mention'd with this De-/72ze,cven to 
aſſure my Reader;That be his private O»:210a what it will, 
(it he plcale to hazard ſome (mall partion of. Time in the 
perulſall of the following Pampble: ) he ſhall rid nothing 
to off -24 him, burthe E o:depce of Truth, and downceright 
Corwin, 

I have one thing moreto add , and that is an ObjeQion; 
which bcing both plauſible and common, I ſhall firſt Pro- 
po ſe,( & that in thePerſon of ſome Private weake Chriſti- 
an) Secondly R- ſolve with as much clearneſs as I am able, 

The Obje&ion is this, 

There are indeed hot Diſputes about theſe Ceremontes, 
and other Impoſitions in the Service of God: The To2us 
and Pe;.s of Learned men have for a lorg time been cm 
ployed abour them; the Arguments pro and con,both to dee 
{cnd and diſprove them, are of great weight,and ſeeming- 
ly rationall: Thcy are indeed both ſo plauſible, that a Per- 

on of my rank and Q»a/ity ( wio not only wants the ad- 
vantave of Education, but is alſo diverted from ſuch Inqui- 
ries by a particular 47-04 which he is obliged to atten) 
may very well be perplexed how to behave himſelf : yrr 
for my own part, I am much inclin'd to think z Thar theſe 
Ceremonies are very dangerous and unlawtull Thisgs ; and 
that becauſe I obſerve ſo many Learyed and Godly Divines, 
who rather then they will 4ejile themſelves with fuch Po!- 
lutioas,have not only, ſuffered joyfully the ſpoyling of their goods , 
a 2 nt 
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The Preface 


but alſo Bonds and Impriſonments, Baniſhments, and a 
Thouſand other Indignities , to which a perſecuted people 
is uſually expoſed z which certainly ſuch pradent Perſons 
would never have done for a few Ceremonies ( the caule of 
all this miſchief) were they ſuch innocent Things , as the 
Prelats, and their Agents have cndeavoured to perſwade 
us. 


This is the ObjcRionz To which I Anſwer as fol- 
loweth. 

Thar which is ſaid in the firſt Place of their Learnirg 
and piety, is not much to the purpoſe, 

For Firſt, ſuch pretences ( being very advantageous to 
any Cauſe whatſocver ) are far more commo? then true, 
The (a) Vulgar ſort (who are chiefly concerncd in the Ob. 
jetion) are n » competent J«4zes in theſe Caſes, but much 
leſs inthe former then the latter, Bur Secondly, granting 
them to be as Learned and pious, as their admiring Proſe- 
Iytes can fancy , or my Charity could wiſh them z yet we 
mult remember , that the moſt Learned and prozs are bur 
Me, and therefore do but know in part, and are ſan#ified 
in part; and (as the learned (5) Bp, Sanzerſon cxprefleth 
it ) By the power of Godlineſs in their Hearts art no more ſe- 
cared from the poſſibility of falling into Error through Igns- 
rance, then from the poſſibility of falling into Sin through In- 
firmity ; Which ſhould therefore prompt us, ( as the ſa- 
feſt courſe) to guide our A#10n5, not by Example, which 
(through different Circumſtances) is various, and uncer- 
tain, but by Precept which is ſure and fixt; not to have 
mens Perſons in ſuch Admiration , as to embrace their Opi- 
nions and practiſes again(t the Light of Scripture, and Right 
Reaſon, 

But Thirdly, if L:4r9493 and Pjety mult paſs for Argu- 
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ments (whici yet they will not, it being no' good Conlce 
quence, ſuch a Learaed and Prous Man, or ſuch a learned 
and pious Company of Men holds this Opino# , tacrefore 
"ris true yet) I lay iftheſe muſt be urg'd for Logick (though 
Compariſonsare harſh , and for the mo#t part odious ) 1 
think it might eaſily appear (without diſparagement be it 
ſpoken) That there are as Honeſt , Religious , Zealous 
good men, that have willingly and chearfully ſu--utted to 
the Church of Bmyland, as the belt of them all that have op- 
pos'd the ſame, 

Our Piovs- Fore-fathers ( to whom under Gol , we 
owe the purity of our Reliziopn, and ſome of which embrac'd 
aStake) had more modcrate apprehenſions, then the pre- 
ſent Generation, 

For, when the Tirana) of the Church of Rome had forc'd 
them to a Separation ( and that in Obedience to God, who 
commands us neither to believe Lres, nor to commit © z7, 
neither of which they could avoid by continuing in Commi- 
a10n with her ) though. they leſt many of her Ceremarres 
(the number of them being great and burthenſome) yer 
they thought fit to retain ſome others of them , and that 
for Order and Decency in the Service of Gold. 

If it be replyed (as uſually it is) That the Reformat:- 
oy (being carried on by thoſe that were #174565 wir, 
made of the ſame Clay, and {ubje&t to the like paſſrons 
with others) was at beſt bur ſmall and imperfed , ir being 
beyond the it and porer of Man, either to foreſee, or re+ 
move all Inconveniences on a ſudden,and therefore, rhat 
it was the Duty of After- Ayes, to perte&t and complete what 
they had ſo happily bezu9, by removing this R«#%:ſþ out 
ofthe Houſe of God ; To this I Anſwer, 

That the opick of Reformation, is too large for aſhort 
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Prefacr, and beyond my #eſi2ne , onely this by the 61, 1 
wiſh that Proteſtants (of whatſocycr Perſwafion ) would 
be more ſparing in their R-f-#rozs upon our firlt Refor- 
mers » tor beſides the advantage thar 1s hercty oiven ro the 
Romill Party, we ought to confider, That abuſes are cafier 
complain'd of, then redreſs'd ; and poffibly, had the men 
of this Aze been in their ſtead, and under rhe ſame Crroume 
ftances, I do nanch queſtion (if we may take an eſtimate by 
their late tranſa&ions) whether they would have brought 
the work to ſo god an Ifſue, as through Gods Blcflins thcy 
then did. Bur no more of this. 

Tis ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe ; That fince the 
caule of their Separation from Rome, was to avoid her Pol- 
lutions, *tis evident ; Thar theſe Ceremonies which they 
thought fic to retaine, were (in their Judgment) to part of 
| them, or any other way unlawful ; the which, if my dil- 
| ſcnting Brethren will but grant, { not to talke now off their 

znexpeatence, of which, neither they nor I muſt be Judges) 

as it is a fair ſtep to end our Differences, ſo it hence avoid- 

ably follows, That it ſome pious men have rctus'd the 

Ceremontes, others of as great piety have Conform'd rothem; 
| if ſome Learned have diſputcd, others as Learned have 

defended, which may for ever Silence that Branch of the 
| OvjcAion, wz, The Learning and Piers of their Parties, 

Nor is there much more ne24t in that other part of the 
Obje@ion, (drawn from thcir p*3ſecutions and ſiferings) 
which comes now to be confidercd. 

A Pretence indeed very p/2u{ible and popular, for befides 
Its ſubtle Infinuations upon a natural ſcore, (we being all 
obliged by that common bond of Humanity, ro compaſſio- 
nate thoſe that are in any mil@y and trouble, witneſs 
thoſe uſual reſertments even for a Thick vpon the Ga!- 
lows) 
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lows) it hath this farther advantage ; That wherever in 
Scripture the word Perſecution is mentioned and that cither 
with ſome Proſe anrex'd forthe ſupport of Gods people 
(who otherwile might deſpord under ſuch gloomy dif. 
penſations) or of lome Judgment denounced, to reltrain 
the fury of their Pcrſecutors : I ſay, whereſocver ſuch paſ- 
ſazes occur (as they do frequently in holy Vit) they have 
learned the Art (by impoſing upon a credulous Valgar) to 
make the World bclicve, that they are thoſe perſecuted 
Saints, for whom thoſe promiles are recorded, and that 
all ſuch perſons as arc any w:y employed (though in Obe= 
dience to Authority) to ſuppreſs them, are Perſecuting 
wretches, on whom, looner or latcr, all thoſe Judaments 
threatned ſhall certainly be 7f1;Fed. 

I ſhall nor in rhe leaſt offend them with any harſh Inve< 
Qives (ſuch Reflections (though ſome eaſe indeed to a bnr= 
then'd mind) being very little to the $ubſlazce of a Caule) 
but (hall only beg their Patience and Charity, whilſt I en- 
deavour to undecctve them, by afluring them in plaine 
Ezgl{b (what, without Repentance, they will one day find 
true) That they are not Perſecuted as Saints, but puniſhed as 
M alefaFors, 

And this I ſhall (through Gods aſſiſtance) undenyably 
prove in this Method, 

1. By fixing the Notzop, in laying down a clear and di- 
ſtint definition of Perſecution, 

2, By conſidering, how far thoſe preſent Sfferings to, 
which our Nonconforwilts are gnoxtous, do agree with 
it, or differ from it, 

Perſecution for Religion (for of ſuch oncly I now treat) 
may not unfitly be thus deſcribed, 

Tu an eager violent infliting, of outward temporal Evils, 
for the exerciſe of true Rel1210n, 
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; I call it eager wiol-nt 1:fle7ing) fo the Lat. © Perſequor, 
trnue, ſeu con» ; 6 
tinugto mo and the Gr. 4 aus dg fully devote ; they both ſignif fo 


__ = to follow, as a Hunter doth his Pccy, who purſucs u till he 
Co anectu In- OY 
ſequor. con- takes tt, X 


tinud,afſidue But becaule theſe terms eager and 7:z0lept, do only agree 
| ©; xg to one ſort of Perſecution, 12, Thar which is furious and 
log. ragernz, {it being ſometimes more mild and moderate) 
( 2 46. x««- and fince definitions do expreſs the xature,bur not the d-gree 
$1/2p11e, 8 x«- Of the thing defined (as when we define Calor, we take no 
—_—_— notice of it in ſumo) I ſhall therctore omir thſe words 
pr yer wed? Fager and t1700ept, and then the definition (1 ſuppole un- 
23, Hely- queſtionably) ſands thus , 
11us$, l , "WF Be , 

Perſecution is an inflitting of outward temporal E vils, for 
the exerciſe of true Religion, 

O«s:ua/d temporal Ewils) either upon the Body, as Ba- 
niſhment, Impriſonment, Torrures, Death s or upon the 
E \tate, as Pccuniary Mulats , confiſcation of Goods ; or 
upon Reputation and good Name, as Slandcrings, Reviiings, 
Repronchtul Speeches, 

For the exerciſe of true Religion) which is the Ratto for- 
malts, the Conſtitutive difference, whercby Perſe-ution is 
diſtinguiſhed from all othcr violences whatlocver, For I:t 
the greateſt Reproaches and Tnargnities, uſher in the moſt 
exquiſite Tortures, and thoſe be concluded by a D-ath as 
cruc!, as the vtmot Malice on Earth, or Fury in H: Il can 
contrive z y:t unleſs theſe Tortures be eo 1.09:1 inflicted, 
tor the lake and cauſe of Rel:2109, we may call them 
mercils, inhumanc, unnatural Cruelties, (or any ſuch 
like nime as can molt fitly expreſs them) but not Perſe- 
C:41101, ; 

3 Relizzon, (that I may yer wore fully explaine the 
D-/1,4:123) I mcan the Worſhip of Gol ; by true Relizion, 
the 
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the worſhipping of him according to his Will ; the which 


Will (though heretofore varioully delivered, and in diffe- 
rent Diſpenlations, yer thoſe extraordinary ways of Con- 
veyance being now ceaſed) it hath pleaſed the Goudnelſs 
and Wiſdom of God to deliver in Writing (by the Mini. 
firy of the Prophets and poles) in thoſe Books which 
(by way of c:uinency ) we call the Scripture, So that 
whatever WorſÞ:p is not according to thoſe holy Oractes, is 
not trae and acceptable, bur falſe and vain : Iz wain as ye 
Worſhip me, &c, It being an undoubred Truth , That God 
hath as much right to appoint the way of his own VWor- 
ſhip, asto be Worſhipp'd. 

There are moreover, we know, two parts of Religion ; 
Credendaa, Agenda, Truths to be believed, and Dutres to 
be performed, in order to Salvation; and in both theſe, 
the Scripture is our Rule and DireRion. 

He therefore that is Pun/[bed, either for believing thoſe 
Truths, or for doing thole Duties, the bclief and petfor- 
mance of which holy Scripture requircth of. him ; or he 
that is puniſhed, for x0: believing thoſe things as Truths, 
which are bur falſitics ard les, or for not doing thoſe things 
as Duties, which are ſinful and »»lawful, he, I ſay, who ts 
puniſhed upon thele accounts, is properly Perſecuted, 

\ TheCsſe then about Perſecu;107, as it reſpeQs the Nox- 
jconformiſts, is brictly this : 
! If thoſe Inſtances, for which they are puniſhed, be no 
= required of rhem in holy Scripture, either for belief, 
r practiſe; and if it ſhail appear, upon inquiry, that the 
Charch of Enzlan! requires nothing of them, that is in fide 
reenqs or 7 fa# Impious , if the neither enjoynes 
tho: to believe Lier, nor to commit any Sin , if nor fo, 
yior fo, let the worls tizcn judge whcre the fault lies ; and 
| who 


Ay yen 


WD» 


e Prop. for 


10 The Pre face 


who they are, that ( without Repentance) muſt one day 
Arſwer ( which I fear is now little thought on) for all thoſe 
Separations and Diviſions in the Church, all thole Diftra- 
ions, Confuſions, Wars, Murthers, Rapines, &c. (the na- 
tural conſequents of the former) in the State, which thele 
pvor miſerable divided Kingdomes have fo ladly cx. 
perienc'd, 

'Twill be rephed, (and I find it no unuſual Plea) That 
Preaching and Praying are neceſſary Duties, But they are 
puniſhed for Preaching and Praying, Therefore they are puni- 
ſhed for performance of religious Duties, and conſequently ( ate 
cording to the now mentioned definition) are Perſecuted, 

They tell us, e There are certain tnoffencroe perſons, and 


Saf.of King they (meaning their Rulers)bawe really zo more againſt them, 


and; King. only that they meet, and preach, and pray together, Innecent 
p. 10. 


folks, who are dragged to Priſon, for doing nothing 1n earneſt, 
but endeaveuring to ſave their Souls, 

That I may, if poſſible, convince my Brethren, of the 
weaknels and vanity of this plauſible 7 put Ple give 
them my Anſwer I hope Methodically and clcarly) in 
theſe following Corclufons, 

Concl: 1. 

By Preaching and Praying, ( as they are the $ ubje# of our 
preſent Diſquijition) 15 meant the performance of them in 
publick, not in prixate this latter being libere obſervations, 
ſince evcry man (of what perſwaſion ſocver ) may not 
only Pray with his own family, »hen and how he pleaſeth, 
bur allo Preach, or Inftrut them Cand that without fcar of 
puniſoment) in what manner he thinks fit. 

Concl: 2. 

In Preaching and Praying there is conſiderable, Subſtax- 
tia & Crreumſtantia, Res & Modw, the ſubſtance 4 the 

ut), 
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Duty, or the thing to be perform'd, and the cirtumſtances, or 
manner of its performance, 

Preaching and Praying, quoad Subſtaxtiam, are neceſſary, 
neceſſitate Pracepti & Medit, i. e, God hath Commanded , 
and rhe condition of the Church (whilt Milirane & 72 
14 ) doth require, that thefe Dur'cs be attended, 

Nor is the S»bſtazce only, but allo the Crrcumſtances of 
theſe Duties in Theſi, and- in the general pereſ[ary, 7. e. 
when thele Dutics are conſidered in ai exercito, when 
ever they are put into praizce,we mult xeceſ}arrly make uſe 
of Cixcunittances, ſome or other, 

Concl: 3. 

Theſe Circumſtances ( however tn Theſi neceſ| ary) in Hy- 
potheſt and 1n Particular, are not determined in Scripture ; 
(which, I do not mean as to their Lawfulneſs, bur as to 
their being duties) if chey be, there mult then be produc'd 
ſome clear and diſtin& Precept (perpetually obligatory to 
the Church) requiring our obſervance of ſuch or fuch Cir- 
cumſtances ; for this, and nothing elſe, (though other 
things arc pretended ) can conſtitute a Religious Duty. 
Thus, though Prajer be a Duty, yet whether it be a Se: 
Form, or Extemporary The Mizifter, whether habited 
in a Swrplice, or without? His Geſture, whether kneeling, 
or ſtanding > The Place, wnether in a Deke, or at the 
Communion Table, or r both > So for Preaching, whe- 
ther in a Gown, a lorg Cioak or aſhort}> How many 
Sermons in one day, whether three, or two, of but one; I 
ſay, none of theſe, or ſuch like, are determined in crip- 
ture to be on Datiesz thoſe who affcrt they are, muſt 
produce the Co9:+aut making them to be ſach ; for Duty 
and Command, have a neceſlary Reſpe& and Relation to 
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12 The Preface 
Concl: 4. 

Theſe Circumſtances ( though ſtill free and indifferent 
quoad naturam, berg neither commanded nor forbidden yet) 
muſt nat be left undetermined quoad uſumy 7. c. Private 
perſons mult not be left at liberty, to do what they think 
fit in Circumſtantials, as if an agreement in S abſtantzalls 
ozly were ſufficient; ſo ag if there be but Preaching and 
Praying; if theſe Duties be but performed, one man may 
uſe a Set Form, another may pray Extempore z this Mizi- 
ſter my wear the Surplice, whilit his Nejzhtour rejects it 
as Popith and Aztichriftian, Docs not any man (who hath 
not enſlaved his Rezſon, to ſupport a Fan; very calily 
obferve, thatthe bare mention of rhis Fancy (ſuch Iam 
forc'd to call it) is its own Confutation > was it cver fo 
much as: thought on, but in the hear of a Diſpute > Did 
ever any Conſtituted Church in the world allow ſuch Li- 
berty > Are not my Brethrea themſelves convinc'd of the 
contrary > If they deny it, 1could very cafily refreſh their 
Memories in ſo obvious a Theam ; I could turn them to, 
their D:reFory, and their Ordinaxces to enforce it; &c, but 
L ſpare them, In ſhort, 

g There is ſcarce any difference ſo ſmall, and incon{iderable , 
Eut the divulging, and propagating of it, may prove dangerous 
and pernicious, and in the event intolerable : Therefore to 
allow private perſons the Liberty, to order theſe Cir- 
cumſtances in the pu#1ick Worſhip ( pro modulo Conſcientte) 
as their own Conſcience ( perhaps humour or intereſt) 
ſhall D:3ate, is the realy way to deſtroy all Order and 
Gov: rnment in the world, And this I hope is ſufficiently 
mad-- pliin (to 4ny m2n chat will but read and conſider) 
in the 'o!lowing Coll-Fi:ops, 

Well then, to riſe yet alittle higher, 


Since 
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Since it is neceſſary that there muſt be ſome Circum- 
fances made uſe of in the exerciſe of theſe Duties, Preach- 
ing and Prayin;, (it being impoſſible to perform any Aftion 
Cand therefore Religious Action ) without them) and ſince 
Scripture hath determined nothing, either by requiring 
ſome as neceſſary, or forbidding others as uzlanful : and 
ſince to leave them undetermin'd ( for private Perſons 
to do what ſeems good in their own cycs) is apparcntly 
deſtruRive both to Church and State z -what can more na- 
turally foll»w then this. That they nwſt be Determined 
by the Supream Magiſtzate, who by the Advice of his Ec- 
clefiaſtical Council, hisConwocation, (as in Seculars by his 
Parliament) may appoint the pzriormance of theſe, and 
other Religious Dutics. in ſuch a manzer, as is molt agre-. 
able to that Apoſtolical Canon t Let all things be done dee 
cently and in order, I procecd therefore to wy filth Con- 
cluſion, which is this, 

Cack <<.” 1 

 ThesS apream M ayſtrate mull determine what Cirtume 
(ances ſhall be uſed in the Worſhip and Serwrre of God, The 
which Concluſi-n, I ſhall rather ſuppoſe then prove, nor 
that I think it of leſs truth or certainty then the reſt, bur 
becauſe our Divincs, not only- Epiſcopal, but allo the 
diſſenting Parties (with whom I am now treating) have 
perform'd it with ſo much plainneſs and fatisfaRion to 
my hand. 

And though I might co!llet whole Volumes from their 
Sermons, 2nd other Treatiſes to confirme this Truth , yet 
to relieve ny (elf from the drudgery of tranſcribing, (wich 
isno pleaſins task) an1 to give caſe to my Reader , I ſhall 
only r-ter him to ſome Places in the following Callerons; 
which it he pleaſe to turn to, and read (as they are cited 

I_ in 
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( 0) os he inthe (þ) Margin) before he goes any farther, he will do 


= ma vix. Me great r1g9t, and himſeli no diſpleaſure. 
From which Places it evidently appears, That the Ma. 
- I 35, Riſtrate us 60h Cuſtos 624 Vindex utriulq; Tabulz, That 
38. 39. 50, the E xamples of the Kms of 1] 1 aet axd Judah, ”a\ ſuficte 
eatly warrant and eatourage alt Rel1910us Magiſtrates, to reform 
and ſettle Religion wn one V niform way, and take care that all 
wider their Gavernment , lbould all ſore the Lord with ons 
ſhoulder, this bers 1G: 8 Tran) aver en , but the Prins. 
ledge of the Goſpel, That they wut take a cocafe , that C57rie 
ftians may live a quiet and Peaceatle life in Grdlizeſ; and ho- 
xeſty, not in Strife and Cantention, which how they ſhall be 
a-le.to perform, if every #:az (concerning theſe Cir 
cumftances ) may hold what he pleaſe,and Pablilh and Preach 
what he holds, Iam not able ro imagine, Theſe and many 
the like Paflages ( fome of which I have now given you 
in their own words ) you w!i!! find in the forecited places, 
(5) ut ſupr® from whence I think it is plain, 1) That ahere the Do- 
Pa: 2% 8Þ2>ÞArine and Diſcipline of the Church: doth not, or cannet pree 
wail, the Magiſtrate muſt interpoſs-his Coercic'6 Poxer, for 
Reſtraint or Remedy, VVhich leads me to the fixt Concl, 
Concl. 6. 
There muſt be Eccl: Laws, Canone, or Conſtitutions mate, 
for the due ordering of theſe Circumſtances, 
Much I grant hath been objefted by my. difſentirg Br: 
agail\t theſe Conftitutions, both. in Tejj (againſt all Eccl: 
Laws ingenerall ) and ia Hipothej; { agninlt theſe of our 
own Church in particular, } 
As to the ficlt (for the Jatter is beyond my defizne) I 
think ie would-puzzle the moſt judicious Dif enter, to give 
a folid ſatisfaQory Account , why the Supream Power may 
make Laws to determine 1ndrfferent Circumſtances in 
Temporals, 


WA 
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Temporalls, and not in Spiritzalls3 they being both liable 
( inmy apprehenſion ) to the ſame Difficulties and Tucone 
wencences, and if the latter be exploded, the former ( ſup» 
poſing rh: y are faithtull to their Principles) will very hard 
ly be defended, 

Concl: 7. 

Theſe Ec: Lavs when rightly made and toyflituted, are 
oblizatory, and muſt be obey d, The Reaſon is , Becauſe Obe- 
dience to Lawtull Authority -licirts & honeſtts, is a duty, 
which God in his holy Word requireth of us , Now that 
is lawlull, and conc quently the 4ebita materia of any hu- 
mane Conſtitutivn (Eccleſiaſtical or Civil) which is not 
contrary to any former obligation, Unlefs therefore the 
matter of thele Conſtitutions, or the thine which they 
require us to perform, can be evinc'd (by good Logical 
DeduRion) to be contrary to Gods will Revealed in Scrie 
pture, there remains nothing but Obedience, hot onely 
Paſſive, cheariul'y and quictly (without murmurings and 
revilings) ſubmirting to the Puribarent ; bur alſo Ative, 
by a ready performance of the thing commanded ; though 
poſſibly it migke be thought very inconvenient, as being 
contrary to E1catioz, Cujtome, Intereſt & Advantage in 
the World, and the like, And thercfore, 

Canc]: 8. 

We bers no: (even the be? of us all) over-ready in this 
great Duty of Oledience, Thrre are Penalties annexed to 
theſe Ecci, Conſt. (as well as to ather Lans ) to frighten us1nto 
owr Dwy3, Such is the corruption and (tubtorneſs of our 
natures, and lo little are we afteRed with the Obligations 
of Conſcience, that it is morally impoſſible for the moſt 
wholeſome Laws to obtain their Ezd, without the Ad 
dition of Civil $ a4#:0x5 to cnforce them, For, if the Laws 
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of Go?, which are holy, juſt and good, and every way 
perteR, ( they being the contrivance of infinite V/iſ{ome 
and Goadneſs) it thele grecontemined and neglected, and 
(and as (ad experience proves, it) dayly caſt behind our 
backs, when the obſervance of them 1s inconſiſtent with 
ſome Bruirtiſh Plezſure, no wonder if the Laws of Mez, 
(who not onely. (many rimes) want W:ſ4owze to contrive, 
but alſo Goodneſs to defigne what is moſt profitable tor 
their Pcople) I ſay, no wonder if thele be rather quarrel'd 
with and diſputed, then ſubmitted to and obc vd ; 

As therefore the infinite Majeſty of Heaven, hath cnfor- 
ced the obſervance of his Commands, by a luitable pro- 
poſal of Rewards ahd Puniſhments; fo it is the Duty of 
Inferior Leo:/lators, ro be a Puniſhment to evil doers, and 
a Praiſe tothem that do well, Therctore, 

Concl: 9. 

To: Sypream Muaziſtrate, in infliting theſe P-nalties , 
i. &. 12 puniſping the Offenders againſt his Conſtitutions, doh 
execute Juſtice, and perform his Duty, 

The end and deſign of Government, is Sal: PuS[:7a, it 
is to take care, xe quid determerts capiat Communitas, or in 
the Apoſtles Phraſe, That we may live a quiet and praceable 
life, tn all godl:neſs and honeſty, This is the End, 

And fince no Ed can be attain'd, but by a due and 
effeQtual Application of proper Means, we cannot but in 
Reaſon grant, that the Magiſtrate may cmploy ſuch Me. 
diuw*s as are molt conducive to his deſired Ead, Amongſt 
which, thrs.certainly is not the leaſt conſiderable, (and 
without whieh, all Government is but precarious) viz. 
A removal of whatſoever 1s hurtful and” deſtruftiive to his 
Soctety. 

Now ſince the Publick allowarce, of different Opir:ions, 
and 


tt 


Or raw re ** T 


to the Reader, Ho 17 

and Pratices about Circumſtantials in Religion ( particu- 

larly about —_y ad Praying ) doth naturally improve 
I} 


into contentious Dyſputes, and thoſe Diſputes ( if not re- 


ſtraind ) break out into Civill Wars, for k Men will at k Mr. New: 


laſt take up Swords and Spears inflead of Pens ;, and defend by ef 


Armes what they cannot do by Arguments, Since things arc Sep.12.1644- 
thus, Tis at leaſt Prudence ( if not Duty ) in the Supream P*: 36: 


Power, to remove the Occaſion of this Reine, by cnjayn= 
ing the Publick PraQice of theſe Duties in one YViſorme 
way ; That all his Subjects away ſpeake the ſame thing , and 
that there be no Diviſions amongſt them, perſeRly joynd toge-= 
ther in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgement, 

If therefore upon inquiry it do appeare, That the Ma- 
giſtrate hath Power to make Conſtitutions, for the better 
ordering of thoſe Circumſtances, about which Scripture 
hath determind nothing, whether wee muſt uſe or not uſe 
them; aud if Offenders _ theſe Conſtitutions are juſtly 
puniſhable, it undenyably follows ; that in puniſhing ſach 
Violaters of his Laws, the Magiſtrate doth not Perfoemte, 
but execute Juſtice, and that thoſe Perſons who are thus 
refleted upon, are not Perſecuted as & arzts, but Puniſhd 
as Malefadtors. The very Caſe of our Nonconformilts here 
in England. | 

The Summary of theſe Concluſions (that my Reader may 
the better apprehend them to be both Conſequezt and Ewe 
dent ) 15 this. 

Preaching and Praying are neceſſary Duties, Which canot 
be performd without Circumſtances, Theſe are not determind in 
Scripture, Nor muſt be left undetermind, Therefore by the 
Supream Magiſtrate, Who to effeft this makes Laws and Con- 
fitutions, Theſe have Penalties annexd to be infiifted on the 
Diſobedient, The infliion of theſe Penalties ® the _ 
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of Juſtice, and the Magiſtrates Duty, But no Perſecuticn, 

Therefore thoſe Perſons that ſuffer theſe Penalties are not i; 

juriouſely Perſecuted but juſtly PuniſÞ'd, i. 
Quod erat Demonſtrandum, 

I cannot at all doubt, but the weakneſs of m y Brethrcns k 
Argument (to any unprejudic'd Reader) begins now to T 
appear, . However, I will repeat their Syllogilme once E 
more, and then let the World judge who is in the Right, | 

h 
1 
{ 


Preaching and Praying are neceſſary Duties, 
But N.C. are puniſhd far Preathina and Prayins, 
Therefore They are Puniſh d for neceſſary Duties, 
and conſequently are Perſecu;ed, 


I Anſwer, firſt, by diſtinguiſhing the Major, 

Preaching and Praying quad S whſtantiam, are necef{ary 
Durtcs, . e, Its neceſſary that theſe Duties be performed, |} x 
0 1244 Circumſtantias, they are not neceſſary, 7, e, though }} ; 
theſe Duties be perform'd,yet it is not zeceſſary to pertorm |} ;, 
thom tn ſuch or ſuch a manger, Thus, though Prayer be ne- 9 
cefliry, ycr that it ſhould be Extemporary, or without a 

orm, is not necef{ary, or that the Miniſter ſhould be 
without a Surplice, is not neceſſary, i 

So for Preaching, though it be a Duty, yet to preach I ] 
or hear a Sermon in a Conventicle of two or three Thou- ÞÞ 
ſan1, or to expole my lelt to Sufferings, and perhaps, a | Þ 
long Impriſonment, to the negle& of my Profeſſ:o:, and £ C 
thence the ruine of my Family, for which I am bound I q 
to provide ; I ſay, tothrow my ſelf upon all theſe Incon- 
veniencies, only to hear a Sermon from. 4. B, or C, D. Ft li 
when I may fately hear a much better from "an Orthodox F|| #/ 
Minifter, 1s ſo far from being neccflary, that ir may juſtly Þ 2 
. (2 At, Look required theſe things alt Jour hands, That 
Secondly, | 
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Secondly, I Anfwer, by denying the Mizor, which is 
utterly falſe and untrue. They are not puniſhed for Preach- 
inz and Praying (they being puniſhable for their neglea) 
but they are puniſhed far not obſerving thole-Circumſtances 
about Preaching -and Praying, which Authority requireth 
of them z or, they are puniſhed for not performing theſe 
Duties in ſuch a manner as their Gorernours require ; or | 
more plainly yet, they are puniſhed for not obſerving, and 
ſubmitting to thoſe Corſtitutions, which their Go verncurs 
have Eſtabliſhed, tor the better ordering of theſe Dutics, 
The Obligation of which Conſtitutions (becauſe they »re 
much oppos'd) Ile endeavour to confirm by this one Con- + 
fideration, Bonum non oritur nift ex integra Cauſu, There 
mult be a concurrence of all requiſite Conditions to make 
a thing good, Now the Conditions required to the Val; 
dity ot a Law, are not unducly cxpreſt by the four Cauſes; 
Efficient, Material, Formal, Final: and, That Law which 
is not Defctive in any one of theſe, is Valid and Obliza- 
tory, But ſuch are the-Conſtitutions of the Church of E1- 
gland, Therefore, &c. 

1. Reſp:8u Cauſe Efficientis, there is ſufficient Antho- 
rity and Legiſlative Power, 2. Reſpefu Materiz , the 
things enjoyn'd are not unlawful, as being contrary to any 
Law, any former Obligation, 3. Reſpetu Forme, there 
is ſufficient Promulgation, 4, Reſpetu Fmis, Publick 
Peace and Safcty, ( by reſtraining Diſorders, Tumults , 
Contentions, which might ariſe from Difformity in Wor- 
ſhip) is the very Reaſon and Ezd of their being exadted, 

Object. But is xot Conſcience violated, and Chriſtian- 
liverty 1»fr:nged by theſe Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, ſince 
they determine us preciſely ad unum ix the uſe of Tndifferent 
things, which God and Chriſt have left free ad utrumliber ? 
Cc 2 Anſw, 
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Anſw. T1 Anſwer, (referring my Reader for farther Sa- 
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= m = Anſw. © By no means ; But I believe it is the Duty of 
pag. 30, 


tisfation to Biſhop Sanderſons ſeventh Sermon ad Pop, 
pag. 384.) That there is no Subje# of Emgland (whatever 
ts pretended to the contrary) bur hath the Liberty of his 
Conſcience , or, (to ſpeak more intelligibly) may worſhip 
God according to his Conſcience, 4. e. in fuch a way and 
manner as his Cenſcience ( his judging Faculty ) judgerh 
mo? acceptable ; provided always, that he keep his opt- 
nions to himſelf, or to his Family, and make them a Rule 
only for his own private Praftce : Bur if ſuch a man will 
go publiſh his Opinions, and entangle rhe Conſciences of 
ethers, and ſeck to draw Diſciples after him, and nixke a 
Party, and cauſe Diviſions and Diſſeniions amongſt his 
Majeſties SubjeAs, and trouble the Publick, he is to be 
zeltrain'd, he is not to be tolerated. 

ObjeR. 1 WV:1l jou allow the Magiſtrate to Tyranize over 


Magiſtrates to keep men from infeQing their Subjeas 
* with Soul.deſtroying Errours, If thou haſt an Hereti- 
© cal Opinion, have it to thy ſelf, and the Magiſtrate will 
© not, nay, cannot meddle with thy private Conſcience. 
* Bur if thou Jaboureſt to infeR others, with thy Grace- 
* deſtroying Opinions, I doubt not but the Magiſtrate is 
" bound tor keep thee from ſpreading thy InfeRion to the 
* undoing of the Souls of his Subje&s, If he may law- 
* fully ſhut up a man that hath-the Plague upon his body, 


"that he m ay not Infe& others z why not a man thar hath Þ 
' © the Plague of Hereſie upon his Soul, that ſo he may not 


* deſtroy the Souls of Thouſands > Shall a Maſter in 2 
© Family have power to put away a Servant that is tainted 
. with a grofſe Opinion, and yet nor be called a Tyrant 
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* over that Servants Conſcience > And ſhall not the chief 
* Magiſtrate of a Kingdome have Power to put out of his 
* Kingdome (at lealt ro (hut up from doing hurt) one that 
© is his Subje&, and polſnted. with Blaſphemous, Hereri- 
* cal, Idololatrical Opinions > Is not the Kingdom the 
© Magiſtrates Houſe and Family > | 

© Theſe are the means that are to be uſed to: cure the 
* diſtraftions of Exgland, The Lord give us grace to-put 
* them in practice, 

But this and the other party will reply, That they are 
neither Heretical nor Turbulent , and therefore what is all 
this diſcourſe to theme. 

I Anſwer, No man muſt be Judge in his own Cauſe ; 
every man therefore is to be ſuppoſed ſuch, that (when 


his Place requires it) refuſeth (by publick Oaths, St- . 


ſeriptions, and Declarations) to give the Magiſtrate aflu- 
rance, that he is Orthodox and Peaceable, 


m © Poſſb they will all ſay, They are of the ſame wr. wew- 
the Reformed Churches in Fundamentals, comen i Serm. 


* as well as we, and their differences are but in avinutio= gi {96 For 


© Opinion wi 


* r:bus, Now ſuppoſing this to be true (as it may be in 
© ſome of them) why to they ther tranſgreſs the Apo- 
* files Rule > why do they not if it be in matters of leſſer 
* moment wheretn they differ from us, why: do- not they 
* keep their Opinions private, and have their Faith unto 
* themſelves beftore God 2 why do they upon ſo ſmall 
© Differences (if the Differences be ſo ſmall) withdraw: 
* from Communion with us,. and the reſt of the Chur- 
* ches, and gather themſelycs into diſtin&t and ſcparate 
* Churches > : 


"I 
z» © Had all that Profeſs the Goſpal in England, made n 
* Conſcience tg be of the ſame mind,.and the ſame Judg-?: 21+ 
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© merit with their Brethren, and the reſt of the Churches 
© of Chrilt, as fir as polibly; and where they cannor, 
© where there is a neceſſity of differing, had they made 
© Conſcience to keep their Differbnces from appearing in 
© Publick ; to have their private Opintons and Faith to 
© themſelves, and not intangle the weak with their doubt- 
* ful Difſputations ; forbearing to-judge or deſpiſe thoſe 
© that are not of their Opinion, loving them ſtill as Bre- 
© thren, not cenſuring them as Prophane, Antichriſtian; 
© Fighters againſt God, men that will wiltully ſhut their 
cycs againſt the Light ; had theſe things (I ſay) been 
attended to on all hands, our Breaches had never been 
ſo great as now they arc, nor ſhovld the lovers of Truth 
© and Peace have had ſo much cauſe to lament them, 

© But, oO the deceitfulneſs.of the heart of man 1 Little 
© do many real Separiſts, wo cry out againſt the ſpirit 
© of Perſecution, ſuſpe& that the ſame ſpirit is in them 9 
whence is Perſecution, but from thinking ill of others, 
and abhorrins them, or not loving them, And do not 
you do ſo by thoſe whom you cauſclefly ſeparare from 2 
* p Who are they that brand their Brethren with the Ti- 
© tle Proud, Time-ſervert, Prelatical, Tyrannical, Antichri- 
© [ian? And what is this leſs then Perſecution? 

q © Therefore thou art inexculable, O man, whoſocvcr 
© thou art that judgeſt : for in chat thou jndgeſt another, 
© thou condemnelt thy ſelf, for thou that judgeſt doſt the 
* {ame things. » And why beholdeſt rhou the Mote that 
* is in thy Brothers oye, bur confidercſt not the Beam that 
*is inthine own eye > Or how wiltthou ſay to thy Bro- 
* ther , Ict me pull out the Mote out of thine eye; and 
© bchold , a Beam is in thine own eye? Thou Hypocrite, 
© firſt caſt out the Beam out of thine own eye, and = 

(halt 
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© ſhalt thou ſce clearly to caſt out the Moat out of thy 
© Brothers eye. 


I have a fair occaſion (could I allow my (clf the liber- 


- tyof its improvement) to return my Brethrens Argument 


1 their own heads , by. afluring them ( and I befecch 
od to gue them grace to conſider and bewaile it ) that 


' the Perſecution (fo much complained of ) Iyes ar their 


own Doors, they þcing rot innocent'$yfferers, but injuri- 


ous Azzreſſors, 


Theſe I know are very harſh and unpleaſing words; but 
the Truth of them will appear , when we ſhall have rc 
membred, that there are more ſo/ts of Perſecution then 
0ze, of which St, { Auz»ſline thus informes, Garin pere 
ſequitur filius Patrem male wivende, quam Pater filium caſti- 
gando,. E: gravins ancilla Saram perſecu'a eſt per 1919uan 
Superbiam , quam eam Sara ptr debitam Diſciplinam, BE: 
gravius Domium perſequevantur propter quos difium eſt , 2t« 
lus domus tux romed: me, quam eos tyſe cum eorum meigets *- 
wertit , & jos flagello de templo expulit. There is you lee 
Perſecution of the Tongue, and of an irregular Life, as well 
as of the H:zd; and it my Brethren are not at preſert 
guilty of this latter ( whether through reſtraint , or their 
own g004 nature I ſhall not determine ) I am {ure the 
former is their conſtant Practice. 

For, ( to inſiſt only upon that) 'tis even amazcing to 
mcntion, what bitter aunts, rude Sarcaſmes , unmannerly 
Jeers, fabulous Stories, ſcandalous Reproaches, are their 
daily cxerciſe, whereby they vex the Rz1zhteow Souls, wea- 
ken the Hands, diſcourage the Edearours, of their honclk 
Orthodox Conforming Brethren, Are rot all Places, all 
Companies, all Occaſions ſufficient witneſſes of this Truth? 

Really 'ris very (ad, (and to be Jamented with Tear) 
Thar 
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Thatthe great work of Religion, the Preaching of the-Go<. 
ſpell, and the Salvation of Souls , ſhould be thus obſtru« 
Qed by theſe unfortunate praiſes. 

But I hope no faithſull Son of the Church will be diſcou- . 
raz'd at theſe Things, or in theleaſt negle& his Duty, 
though all the World ſhould be offended at him, The 
Rule is fixt, We muſt obey God rather them Man, *Tis our 
Dear Lords caſe, in whom there was no Sin , neither was 
Guile found in his mouth , and yet he was accus'd for a 

_ 10 Wie bibber, a Glutton, and that he had a Dewill, r The 
Diſciple ® not above his Maſter, nor the Servant above his 
Lord, It is enough for the Diſciple that he be as his Maſter, 
and theServant as his Lord : if they have cald the Maſter of 
the houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſball they call them of his 
Houlhold > Fear them not therefore : Fear not them which 
kill the body, but are not able to kill the Soul ,, but rather fear 
him which #s able to deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell, 

I cannot now ſtay to expoſtulate with my Brethren, 
otherwiſe I ſhould tell them , there is ſuch a thino as 
Scandal; and that. Chriſt hath little ones, the mcaneſt of 
whom, if they offend (hinder from their Daty, and ſtop 
them in their way to Heaven, by ſpcaking Evil of the Jaz; 
of God) it were better a Milſione were hanged about their 
necks, and they caſt into the midſt of the Sea, 

But I ſhall only defire them tv conſider thar of Saint 

u James 1. James; 1f any man among you ſeem to be Religious, and 

_ſ bridleth not his Tongue, but decerveth his own heart, this mans 
Religion ts wain, 

w Mr. Baztey ®# © And yet how contrary is the praQtiſe of no ſmall 

xt ſuprap. © number of the Religious? In all Companies, how for- 

_ © ward are they to talke of the fins of Princes and Par- 
© liaments ? of Courtiers, of Nobility and Gentry, eſpe- 

* cally 


to the Reader; 


© that are not © 
© * make than 6nd. 


I haye done 5 and'mult intreat the Readers Char:ty, 
in pardoning thoſe. exceſles of my Pen;. which ( whilſt 
I was intent upotithe matter) may poſſibly have fall'n 
from mee. God he \knows 'it,. Cand tis my comfort 
when the #or14 condemnes mee )-I have ho- deſtene to 


exaſperate any man but to reforme him... If this do not 


fatisfy ( for ſome men are very hard tv. pleaſe )' take 


this farther Apology in the words of that Reverend Perſon 
now mentiond, whoſe Pjzty and Moderation I wiſh his 
Brethren would imitate, 


heir way, whoſe faults they rather 


_ a bi 6 
© cally of Miniſters > . And not onely of the ſcanda- 
© lous, that are guilty indeed ,, but of the Innocent, 

t 


x Kgnrec 4d. 
447 5m, 


3*Woe tw the Land and People that can multiply y Mr. Baxter 


© Sin and cannot Repentz And woe to them that pretend 
© Repentance, and love tobe flatter'd in their Sin, and 


© yerys of their Sin to-be injurious reproach.. Among 
© the Prophane wee take this to bee a deadly fign of Im- 
* penitency, And isirſo bad inthem, and good in us > 
w fr is part of my Office to cry with holy Bradford R E- 
*PENT O ENGLAND; andto fay after Chriſt 
© (Except ye Repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe Periſh,) And 
© canI call men to Repent, whenlI muſt not dareto tell 
*them. of what? nor to mention the Sin which is moſt 
© tobe repented of? I uſe all this Preface becauſe I know 
© that Guile and Impenitency are touchy, and tender, 
© and galled, and querulous, and ſuch will beſtow the- 
* time in backbiting .their Monitor, which they ſhould 
* beſtow in lamenting their ſin, But ſhall I therefore for- 
> bear, and betray their Souls, and betray the Land 
d * through 


ut ſupra. 
P-251.& 253. 


© cannot endure to-be admoniſh'd ,buttake all the diſco... 


26 The Preface, &c. 
*through cowardly Silence 3 Mult I ſhew that I hate 
Pro eſſours by not admoniſhing- them, ( Lev. I9.17,) 


: when I muſt ſhew that I Joverhe looſer fort by my 
ſharp reproofs ? Muſt I not fear them that can kill the 


" Body ? and muſtI fear todiſpleaſe a profeſſed Chri- 
= . . bd . S . 

_ tian, _ hin to repentance inz. time of Judge, 
- Ments & 4 bu 5: 


© Read on now with theſe Memento!s inyour eye : And 


* itafter ſoplainaPremonition,you will venture to charge 

© mee with that which I diſclaime, do it at your own 

: perl, I ftand or falt to the Judgement of God, and 
00 


k for a better reward then the Hpecrites, which is, 


* To havethe good Opinion of men, be they Profeſſors 
* of Piety, or Profane. And with me by Gods grace, 
"it ſhall hereafrer be acconnted a ſmall Thing C to the 

hindering 


of my Fidelity to Chriſt and mens ſouls) to 


Oo 


* be judged of men, 1 Cor.4.3. 


© And if there ſhould be any Paſters of the Chur- 


© ches, who inſtead of concurring to heal the Flocks of 
* theſe dividing Principles, ſhall rather joyne with 
© Backbiters, and encourage them in their miſreports 
© and ſhanders,becaule it rendeth tothe ſuppolcd.intereſt 

. * oftheir Party or themſelves, let them prepare to an- 
© (wer ſuch unfaithfulneſs ro their Conferences which will 
© hortly be awakned, and tothe great Shepherd of the 
© Flock whois at the door, and who told even the De- 
* vills Agents, that a Houſe or Kingdom divided. againſt 
* it ſelf cannot ſtand, but is brought to _nought, Matt. 12, 
; ( If alas, alas, experience hath not yet, not yct, not yet, 
- done enough to-teach them this,) 


Advet= 


[1] 
HOPPE PPPEPSECEIPOOPEE HG 


TOLERATION 


Diſapprov'd and Condemn'd &c, 


Humbly preſented to the ſerious Conſfuderation 
of all Diſſenting Parties, 


M Brethren, 
HE Lord Jeſus (who knows. all our 
Hearts, and before whoſe great Tribu- 
nal both you and andT mult one day ap- 
peareJis my witneſs; that the cheif deſigne of 
my preſent undertaking, is the Peace and welfare 
of the Church;the contumance of the Goſpel; and 
the eternal Salvation of pretious and unmortal 
Souls, I do therefore much hope (though we 
areall naturally impatient of oppoſition ) chat 
you will favourably recerve, and ſerzoully confe- 
dex theſe plaine (yet well meaning) lines; which 
have no other patronage, then the charity of the 
Author, and the candor and piety of thoſe perſons 
to whom they are drrefted, 
The ſolemnity of this Preface as it may raiſe 
your expeCtations,ſo it may poſhbly invite your 
B curioſity 


— 


[2] 
rioſity to inquire; who, or what manner of perſon 
I am, that have taken the confidence of ſo umpor- 
tant an Addreſs. 
And though the knowledge of my name 
* would ſignifie little, (I being not ſo conſiderable 
as that irſhould add any weight to my perfor- 
mance) yet that I may im ſome ſort gratify ſuch 
obliging Readers (as I hope to find you) I ſhall | 
farther acquaint you;that(though Iam not a per- | 
ſon very ambitious to be known yet) upon oc- 
caſion, I ſhall either publickly own,and vindicate, | 
or (if duely convinc'd)as publickly recant my pre. | 
fent opinion; and (in ſhort ) to ſecure yox, and A. | 
pologize for my ſelfe, (fince concealed names 
arcever ſaſpitious) I do ſolemnly protelt : char | 
I am no ſcofter at Rel: 10n, nor railer at true Pie- 
ty: that I love an honeſt religious good man( that | 
endeavours to ſave his ſoul, and come to hea- | 
ven) under what profeſſion ſoever I find him: | 
that I will picty, aud (according to my poor a- | 
bility)reCtity, bur never make ſpore wath his er- Þþ 
a 4dvertiſe- yours, and Miſtakes: and herein I doe readily fub- 
ing che A{cribe to the learned La Verulam, That to turne 
— Relegion into a Comedy or Satyr, to ſearch , and rip 
> "*. ap wennas with a laughing countenance; to intermix 
| Scripture 


[3] 
Ly cripture & ſeurnlty ſometimes in one ſentence,is a 
thing very far from the devout reverence of a chriſtian, 
and ſcant beſeeminy the honeſt regard of a ſober man, 
T wo principal cauſes(ſaith this honourable perſon) 
have I ever known of Atheiſ! me; curtous Controver- 
fres,and prophane ſcofſing, And no leſs doI admire 
(what Ihope you will grant I have endeavoured 
to tranſcribe) that incomparable ſaying of the ju- 


dicious b Hooker, There will come a time when three » 7% Pre: 
words uttered with Charity and meekneſs , ſhall re- {it 
cerve a far more bleſſed Reward, then three thouſand *#-- 


volumns written with diſdainful ſharpneſs of Wi, 
Bur, if an irregular beat (which I will yet endea- 
your to ſuppreſs) ſhould fome little diſplay ir 
ſelfe; Cit-being very difficult to contend cold/y, 
and without AﬀeCtion, about things which we 
hold dear and pretious) and certainly the Peace 
of the Church is eminently fuch) if Paſſion, and 
Intereſt, ſhould obtrude themſelves under the no- 
tion of Zeale (which Crod knows., is no leſs 
common then fatal miſtake in the management of 
our Controverſies) Tdothen humbly beg of you, 
that you would ſeriouſly conſider the following 
Words of the fore-cited good man; that, the man- 
ner of mens writings muſt not alienate our hearts "_ 

2 the 


[4] 
the Truth, if t appear they have the Truth, 
Having now{[as far as 'tis judged convemient)given 
you an account of the Author,t»will in all likelt- 
d be next demanded (fince this SubjeCt hath 
been of late ſo fully, and as ſome think unanſwe- 
rably diſcuſt) what convincing Reaſons I have to 
trouble, either my Brethren to read, or my ſelf 
to write , ſocommon, and (while(t propoſalls 
are on foot) ſo unwelcome a diſcourſe. 

Really (my Brethren)did I nos fear,that ſuch 
frequent proteſtations might ſeem too affteCted; 
or that Conſcience and Realtty, might be miſtaken 
for bumour and defugne; 1 would onee more call 
the ſearcher of all Hearts to witneſs; that Iam 
ſo far from a perſecuting ſpirit [the uſuall brand 
we beitow upon our Adverſaries) that ſome 
Months {1nceI had fo favourable an opinion of 
Indulgence, Cannivence.,”. or Toleration, that Ilit- 
xle thought Iſhould now appear an obſtruCter of 
ſomuch defw'd, and (as I then apprehended) fo 
bleſſed a work, 

I am confident you are very forward to know 
the Reaſon of ſo ſudden , and | unexpected a 
change; tis therefore (omitting all farther pre- 
facing) m ſhort thus, : 

Being 


[5] 

Being defirous to informe'my ſelfein the Na- 
ture and extent of Toleration, which I obſery'd (in 
ſuch variety of methods , by ſuch difterent Par- 
tes) ſo zealoully promoted; (and that under no 
leſs titles then Libert 'y of conſcrence; the great 
Intereſt of all Kingdomes, and States, and par- 
ticularly of England) in order to a more full 
ſatisfaction (not- omitting my hearty Prayers to 
the Father of Lthts, from whom cometh every 
good and perfef gift, and who hath promiſed to 
give Wiſdome, Counſel, and direftton to him that 
asketh) I procur'd, and peruſ'd,ſome of the moſt 
conſiderable Tratts and Pamphlets (pro and con) 
that have handled this Subject: and I mull inge- 
nouſly confeſs (though I was not perfectly con- 
vincdyet) I did art firſt very much favour 
(whom I do yet no leſs pitty) the diſſenting Pay- 
ty :. and really it ſeem'd fo plauſible (ſince every 
man mult anſwer for his own works) that every 
man ſhould have the Lzberty of his own opinion; 
and the name of Conſcience is ſo ſacred; that] 
durſt not but make” apauſe, before 1 had paſs'd 
a judgement upon ſuch honelt pretences. And 
(co make you my Confeſlors) | was no little 
affected wich ſome reſentments of a late ingerir 
: B 3 ous 


[6] 


ous Writer ; his words are theſe, 


© Propoſ: for 
the ſafety of 
King and 
Kingdome. 
Pag. 10» 


There are a company of People about us in the 
Country of different perſwaſuons , who meet ſome- 
times many bundreds together , that our Juſtices 
have been in perplexity what to do, The moſt of them 
(for ought I percetve]are certainly inoffenſeve perſons, 
and they have really no more againſt them, a Pli- 
ny agatnſt the Chriſtians of old, when be ſent to Tra- 
jan about them, that is , only that they meet , and 
Preach and Pray together : and "if that excellent 
Prince was aſhamed after this report he gave hmm, f 
them m bis Epiſtle, to have oſt good men ſought 
out any more unto puniſhment, I cannot but favour 
thetr inclinations, which are averſe from the like In- 
quiſuton, 1 profeſſe to God it is ſuch an ungentleman 
like thing (me thinks] to trouble ones Netghbours, that | 
T ſhould be glad to rid modeſt men of - worke, It | 
were better all theſe Afts ſuffered at once adue and | 
Chriſtian regulation, than we ſhould be ſtill put upon, | 
this untoward dragging innocent Folk's thus to Priſon | 
for doing nothing tn earneſt, but endeavouring to ſave 
their ſouls, In the name of God take you your Pſal- 
ter, and let them ſay their Prayers as they will, 

This, together with ſome other refleCtions 
drawne from the great Love of Chriſt tow 
(which 


[7] 
(which therefore by way of gratitude wee are to 
ac knowledge by ſuitable 4s of love, pity, and 
indulgence £0 our poore Brethren) did very much 
move me; The words of my Author are theſe, 


There is a perſon T hope you would do a kindneſſe P. 12 


for with all your beart, and you have Reaſon, it ts 


for your dear Lord that bought you, and there 1s no- 


thing in the world you can do( I am perſwaded) that he 
will take ſo kindly from you at this time , as to be 
pitiful to bis Servants, who are arftreſſed about your 
Afls in point of Conſcience, aud whothe more deſyi- 
ſed they are, and like unto thetr Lord, the fitter Sub- 
jefi$ they are for your compaſſion, And alittle after-- 
If you had no need of mercy from God,jt were tolera- 
ble then for you to be extreame towards others, 

I hope this candid confeſſion of my weak- 
neſle (1f yet it be a weakeneſſe to acknow- 
ledge my errours) ſhall not ſo far prejudice my 
Reader, as to hinder his acceptance of my fol- 
lowing Reaſons, if it appear that they are really 
ſuch (2, e.) rational and convincing. T'o giue you 
therefore my Thoughts in order,my firſt refle- 
Ction was this; 

"That though this Toleration, whilſt conſidered 
an the notion,and as it were inthe Idea, do carry 

with 


p—— = ta 


[8] 
with it a great deal of outward glory and luſtre, 
filling the hearts of men with expeCtations of 
much happineſle toenſue, (and 10 wonder if it 
be therefore -entertain'd with generall applauſe 
eſpecially ofthe Vulgar ſort )yet when we come 
ad prafticandum; to confider how this notion may 
veil be made prafticalland put in execution, wee 
ſhall then meet with ſuch unpediments, and in- 
conveniences, as ſhall render the performance(to 
fay no worſe) very far ſhort of promiſe, and ex- 
pectation, And for my owne part (ſubmitting 
{till to better judgements) I do find it ſo wntn- 
tellgible and unpratiicable, that however it 1s Pre- 
tended (and that very highly) by others, yer in 
my apprehenſion (and indeed the proceſle of the 
World ſheweth no leſle)'tis only a Thing for weaker 
Parnes to talke on, : 

For, (to remind you onely of what others 
have more fully dif cuſs'd)if a Toleration muſt be 
admitted , then either Un:verſall and unlimited, 

(ſuch as may comprehend even the Papiſts them- 

ſelves) or elſe Particular, (i, e,) limited to ſome 

peculiar Perſons or Parties, 


As to the firlt, 'tis ſo perfeftly wild and ex- 


travagant, that (in the judgement of all ſober 


Prote- 


6... 
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Proteſtants) it rather deſerves an exploſive ſcorn 
then a ſerious confutation, 

For the ſecond, viz; a particular and limited; 
unleſs ( which feems the likelieſt way tobring 
the work to ſome Iſſze ) the diſſenting Parties 
( who are many andof different perſwaſions ) 
would clearly and diſtinEtly acquaint the world, 
(in ſome publick Writtng unanumouſly own'd » 
who they are that ſhall be indulged , and upon 
what conditions, we are yet-never the nearer. 

They give us indeed (by way of Reſolution) 
ſome penerall expreſſions : but theſe then are of 
; ſo dou tfull ,{( I had almoſt ſaid impoſſible , n- 
| terpretation; that I appeal toany rational man 
all prejudice and intereſt lay'd aſide) whether 
ſuch uncertainty's can be laid as a ſufficient 
Foundation, on which to raiſe ſo conſtderable a 
ſftrufture as the Peace of the Church, and Pro- 


ſperity of the Nation, Diſe. of 
For whilit they tell us of Reformed Religion to _ Title 


be ſettled intts due Latitude, and yet never ac- 
quaint us what we are to underſtand by this due 
Latitude, what is the full extenc, and meaning of 
the Word: whilſt they ? 
comprehended in their eſtabl 

QC 


fance 


ropoſe ; that the Parties EW 
_ ſhall be of tmpor- Pe os 


[10] 
tance- in the Publicke Intereſt, and of Princaples con- 
gruous to ſuch ſtated Order in the Church, as the ſta. 
bility of. the C ontmanwealth requires * and yet never 
nform”us what theſe mportant Intereſts, and con- 

ruous Principles are; what other is it, but to tri- 
fle us with Ambiguenes and Amyfements? to trou- 
ble both ls aid others, jn thus: fiercely 
contending for a Toleration, in no-body know's þ 
What , and to be granted to no body knows | 
Whom? 

I have given you arefleCtiov, which if ducly 
improv'd by ſome happier Pen, might poſſibly 
appeare of more difficule reſolution, then your þ 
_ Sextiments ('occaſion'd by the mean- 
neſs of its © delivery) may: wmvite you to appre- 
hed. y) may y PPre | 
However, Iam ſure (as to mee) it hath been 
of ſufficient moment to reviſe my former 
Thoughts ; and to ſhew lelle kendneſſe to your 
preſent Toleration, towards which- I have beenf 
(very lately } more warmly afteCted, 

But (to come'yet cloſer to my, intendment) 
that which did more fu}ly (and i I miſtake not 
unanſwerably ) convince me , was the peru- 
fall of ſevexall Sexmons preached by ſomeo 


Our 


(11) 
our late eminent Divines (before the two Houſes 
of Parliament) on folemn occaſions. For I mult 
notomit to tel] you,that having heard thoſe Diſ- 
courſes much commended (as being delivered 
by ſuch famous Preachers, before ſuch as were 
reputed ſo wiſe and judicious Auditors as:the 
Lords, and Commons, and therefore without doubt 
did contain ſomewhat extraordinary) I procu- 
red a good number of them (about anhundred) 
and as my other occaſions would permit .(not 
without much expectation) ſet my {elfe to'the 
reading of them, 

And indeed (that I may be faithfull to the me- 
mory of thoſe Perſons) I muſt acknowledge both 
to you and the wotld, I receivedino bad return of 
my labours;for I found (which is chiefely to my 
preſent purpoſe to obſerve ) this point of Tole- 
ration ſo excellently, and fully diſcuſſed ( though 
obiter only and as it were by the by) that no tra&t 
ex inſtituto (and there are ſome very ingenious) 
could ever afford me the like ſatisfaction, 

Now that this may not be” gratis & precario 
diftum; I ſhall very faithfully lay down their 
own Reaſons in their owz words; and then leave 
itto you and all men to conſider; whether it be 
C 2 not 


[12] 
not ( morally atleaſt ) impoſſible; that ſo many 
excellently learned, and emment Divines, ſhoud 

ſofrequently, ( and that with ſuch vehemency of 
zeale ) oppoſe the very Name of Toleration Gd 
which is yet more obſervable, that thoſe ver 

Sermans un which theſe inveCtives are —_— 
ſhould not only receive the Thanks of the two 
Houſes, but by their eſpeciall order, be likewiſe 
made Publick ) were there not ſome ſecret Dan- 
gerin the Thing, which either the Intereſt, or Se- 
curity of the preſent Age, will not now ſuffer us to 


apprehend? 


T ſpeak a unta Wiſe men, Judge ye 
what I ſay. 


Dr, Cornelius Burgeſſe. 
ll | Mr, 7obn Ward. 
'F Mr, Wilam Good, 
[1 Mr, Thomas Thorowgood. 
Mr, Humphrey Har wick, 
Mr, Arthuy Salwey. 
l. Mr, William Reyner, 
I! Mr, Thomas Caſe. 

id Mr, 7obu Lightfoot, 
{| Mr, Thomas Watſon, 
Mr. George Hughes. 
Mr, Edmund Calamy. 
Mr, Richard Baxter, 
Mr, Thomas Horton, 
Mr, La%arus Seaman. 
Mr, Matthew Newcomen, 
Mr, Richard Vines, 
| Mr, Simeon 4ſh, 
i} Mr. James Cranford, 


| Mr, Thomas Edwards, 


| | 

| Cyjus aures clauſe veritati ſunt, ut ab amico 

| | verum audire nequeat , hujus falus deſperanda 
eſt. Cic, Rhet, 1h, 1, 


[15] 
SPSÞSÞDS PESOS HOPEOEOS 


The 'Teſtimomes of the fore-mentioned 
Drvines againſt Toleration, 


Dr. Corn. 
, Ive me leave, I beſeech you, to ſpeak freely to wean 
Cc 
C 


ou; I will do it humbly too. "Woo & 
F At your firſt Gaim down, you exprefled _ rr ge 
many brave and noble reſolutions, of giving Gods buſi- Gommens 
© neſs the precedency of all other your Aﬀairs: and your Novemb. 5. 
* beginnings promiſed much, Howbeit , I know not how 1541- P-59- 
© it comes to paſs,but ſo it is,that Gods work lies yet un» _ # 44 
© done, Matters of Rel:g/os lie:a bleeding, all Gaverns wer e4ith ar 
© ment and Diſcipline of the Church is laid in her Grave, the Crane 
© and all putredinous vermine of bold S:hiſmatichs and in St. Pauls 
* frantick b eAaries glory inher aſhes, making her fall, Church- 
* their own riſing to mount our Pulpits, to offer ſtrange I474+ 164T-" 
© fire, to expell the gravelt, ableſt, and moſt eminent Mi- 
© niſters in the Kingdome; ( if not out of their Pulpits 
© yet) out of the hearts of their People, as a company of 
© weak men, formaliſts , time-ſervers, no Miniſters of 
* Chriſt, but Limbs of Antichriſt; having no calling ex» 
© cept from the Devill z and to forſake our Afemblies as 
* Babyloniſh and Aztichriſtian ;, fo as- in ſhort time they 
© will not leave us the face of a Church, And yet No 
© Courſe # taken to ſuppreſs their fury & to reduce them to Or- 
* der,which (as things now ſtand) will never be,till you pur 
© your hands tothe Cure, Þ I beſeech you therefore, inthe bp, 63. 
© Name of that great God , whom you ſerve , and who 
©hath hitherto bleſtyou, and for the Peace and prolpe- 
©ritie of this Church and Kingdome , to reſume and 
© purſue 
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© purſue your firſt thoughts of ſetting up God and his or2 
© dinances , as becomes you in a regular way -+-» a That 
© our Church and the Government thereof may be no lon- 
* ger laid waſte , and expoſed to Confuſion, under the 
* plauſible pretence of Not forceing mens Conſciences, To 
© put all men into acourſe of Orderand IV niformity in 
© Gods way, is not to force the Conſcience , but to ſet up 
* God in his due place, and to bring all his people into the 
BSerm:befor path of rihteouſneſle and life, 

the Com- Þ*© Be there none of you that foreſce the fatal milchiefs 
mons at & © of leaving all men to their liberties in the things of God 
publick Faft © 2nd yet want hearts to uſe your Skill and intereſt to 
— 39 © make haſtto ſettle matters of Religion , leaſt you come 
0042 P:35*< 1050 late with a Remedy when the diſcale is growne in» 
© curable , and the Kingdome growne to that pafle (as 
* the grave Hiſtorian noted of old Rome)thar it can neither 
© beare the malady,nor endure the Cure, c Do you not ſee 
© or hear dayly ofthe diſorders,ſeQs, rents, and Schilmes 
* that every where bud forth already, and threaten all Or- 
© der, Unitie , and Goverment. Give the water but a 
* paſlage without ſpeedy making up the Bariks, and you 
© know how ſoon whole Scas will breake in upon us, and 
© render all irrecoverable and incurable, If one difficulty 
© occur to day, it will be doubled, yea multiplied to 
© morrow. There is no Hydra fo fertil ofheads, as Errour 
© and ſchiſme grown to ſome (trength and maturity, Ir will 
© acke you but @ ſbort time of Connivence, afterwards there 
fore the © well be no curbing nor Jbameing of it. Nothing is ſo con- 
Commons * fident as ignorance, impudent as fa!ſhood, and catching 
at « publick< 1c Errour, 

Faſt April. * Take heed of thoſe ſpirits of Errour, who with faire 


| — ({eciouſe, pargerted, glozeing words) lecke to meke 
, mer 
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© merchandize of you, beguiling unſtable ſoules. Beware 
© of thoſe compliances with, and indulgences to all forts of 
* Sets and Schiſmes now pleaded for, both by word and 
*writino, as it were part of Chriſts Legacy , and his 
Peoples Liberty tobe of what Religion they will, to be 
*tolerated in any opinions never lo erroneous and perni- 
frious (untill further light:) that it is the Magiſtrates, du- 
© ry to protedt them in that liberty; and that the contrary 
© thereunto is to perſecute Chriſt, 
© Hath God inſerted this as one maine branch of his 
* Grand coverant with his People under the Goſpell, [ 
* will give theme one heart and one way that they may fear me 
© for ewer , * that is , that they may all call upon the name Jer 32.38. 
© of the Lord to ſerve him with one conſent > Teph; 3.9. 
© Did Chriſt aſcend up on high and grve gifts unto men , and 
*rave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, 
* and ſome Paſtors and Teachers , for the perfeRing of the 
* Saints, for the werk of the Miniſtry , for the edifying of the 
* body of Chriſt , "till we all come , de md inbrore of winner. tnts 
© the wnity of the Faith; and , is it Perſecution , and Anti. 
* chriſtianiſme to engage all to YVaity and YVruiformitp 
© Doth Paul bid the Philippians to beware of the Conciſe- 
©512 Philippians 3. 2, Doth he beſeech the Romans 
© ts marke thoſe which cauſe Droiſions and Offences 
© contrary to the dofirine which they had learned , and to a) And yet 
© avoid them; and that upon this ground, that they who !%* Author 
Fare ſuch, ſerve not the Loyd Ieſus but their own bellies, 5 hep of 
* however hy good words and fair ſpeeches they deceive ; _ 
* the hearts of the ſimple? Rom: 16. 17, Doth he jar thy 
* writing to the Galatians wiſh, 1 would they were even Text u lit- 
* cut off that trouble you, « Gal : 5. 12, And is it ſuch an tle to the * 
: haivous offence now, tor hal faithfull Servants of Chriſt, P'7P!ſe> 


"to 
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- to adviſe you tothe ſame courſe? O Heavens? be aſto- 

nithed at this; and bluſh for the ignorance of ſome, and 

impudence of others, that dare ſo bolii!y prefle for ſuch 

a Toleration, which none but vainc dc'truFtive thoughts of 

carnall men can look upon, withour indignuion and hore 
ror. | 

: © Beware how you bearken to thele Empicicks and Sy- 

- rens, who leeke to charme the world into a accp llecpe, 

* by preſenting their confidence o! 2 neceſſity of comply- 

* ing with all ſorts of SeQtaries , yea of truſting the Sword 

in their hands, and to deter the ſettling of matterso fRe- 

 ligion during the war, for feare of looſing the Godly 

« Party (as too mavy proud!y Rtile themſclves, by way of 

. differcnee from al! that arc not of their opinions and 

ways) whar is this but to teach God a ncv/ forme of 

. Poliricks, ro proclaime, that it is not alwaics ſafe to 

b The Au- hold outthe truth ofthe Goſpel", and to command all 

thor of Lid, © men to embrace it, but much ſafer to ha!t berween two 

of Coop. Þ. * opinions? Belike Joſiah went beyond his bounds, when 

on, ax ; a hinzſelfe had ſworn a ſolemne Covenant to the Lord 

”—_ when he wade a'l Judah and Benjamin to ftand to it, and 

be rel's s made v1 that were preſent in Iſracl to ſerve the Lord 

that What © their God, 2 Chron: 34. 32, 33. and Aſa mwch more, 

was doneby *1yhen he drew all the people into a Coverant, That 

me =_ * who{>:yer would not feek the Lord God of Iſrael; 

+ ob ſbould be put to death, wherher {mall or great , man 

not be rea- , Or woman 2 Chroy, 15, 13. Þ But the awp'e anderan 

ſonsbly {--ndenr Commendations which the Lord gives -unto 

made a rule © theſe pious Kings, eſpecially in reference to theit ſince- 

to Magi- © rity, and zeale inretocming and ſcttling of Religion in one 

firats now © pr, me way, may ſuficicntly warrant and cucourage all 


uncer the _—_ - | 
Goel, * Religious Magiltrates , to take care that all under their 
* Governg 


os.  - 6 9 
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© Government, ſhould all ſerve the Lord with one ſhoulders 


d . Jos 
th © this being not a Tyranny over men , but the Priviledge 
s of © of the Goſpel, Bcware yet at laſt of that hong, 
_ © that it 75 70! yet trae to build the Lords houſe, Judah paid dear 


© for this , asI have heretofore ſhewed youat large, on 

Gy- © Plalm : 76. 10, and in my former Sermos on this Text, 

* and therefore ſhall ſpare my ſelfe and you, the paines of 

ly- * inlerging at the preſent, Scttle this in your hearts; Gods 

Red © Truth , the true Warſhip and Diſcipline of Chriſt , ſet 

"ll © up and eſtabliſhed in one Vniforme way , never preju- 

no's * dic'd any Nation or State (where it had free paſſage) in 

© the leaſt degree, but hath ever been their ſafety , happt= 

© aſſe , aud honoxr, It is Errour (how mwch ſoever crys 

» of | *<4 up) oor truth, (how much ſoever cryed downe and , , 5,,, 

| © blaſphemed) that makes and foments rents and faQions. zyprd of 

all a © nancy A and beloved,yet another word of Exhorta« Ipſwich in 
} ©tionto judge for God, and as God judgeth, 1. for God, his Serm: 


wo - 
; £ There arc matters of God, as well as matters of the King *fore the 
y_=_ © or Kinodome : rhe care where f muſt be upon you, as ©9999 


* well as upon vs;his Church,his Kingdome, his Ciry _ 
ad} © hi houf-, his People, his Spouſe,his Children his body, oo 0 At? 


Ore, - ye as vurfirng Farhers, muſt render the good and weltare ted for C. 
hae . of chew, that they may find harbour and proteRtion, Veredith. 
ael; enjoy their jult priviledges, and Liberties , wherc- 1645» 
man with Chrijt hath made them free : not ſuch licentiouſes 

a nefle as is abas'd for a Cloake of Nauzhtineſſe, Ye mult 

—_— lee to order and Unity among them, that there be no 

a - Tents and ſchilmes; ſurely our Saviour that aſcended into 

one . heaven and gave gifts 'o men, ſome Apoſtles , &e: that 

. all wee might all meet in the Viitie of faith 5; and hath 

heir * divers times, and after ſundry manners, given that very 

ern, | thing in charge to his miniſters , would not have the 


D 2 Magiltrates 
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; Magiſtrate lefr at large from providitg , and enleavour- 


f tng, that ſpeaking or following the truth in love, we may grew 
; 'P making increaſe by edifyin2 our ſelves ani ont axother 11 
: oe. 
©Yemult doe that, which we are to pray, that ye do2 
© iz, Take a Courſe that Chriſtians may live in a Peacea- 
© be and quiet life in Godlinefſe and honeſty, no: in ſtrife 
© and contention, 
© There is ---- His Name,it may not be blaſphemed, 
© diſhonoured. His Day, it muſt be ſanRified. 
© His Goſpell. Ye have Authority, anditis your duty 
© toprovide that it beduely preached, a That it be truly 
© taught: not blended, adulterated, made another Goſpel! 
His 1Worſbip, it muſt not be corrupted by Idolatry, ſu- 
GOerſtitious 1nnovations, leſt God be worſhipped in vaine 
* while they teach for DoQrines the Commandments of 
* men, His Mizxiftrie, it ought to be purged, planted, 
© lights ſernp in very bowle of the Candleſtick, encou- 
* raged , maintained , and abetted in the work of the 
© Lord. 
© His Sacraments, it is your honour as your duty to fee 
* thatthey be kept pure in the celebration and miniſtration, 
© of them. There is a bookecaſe for it. Num. 9. 7. 
© there were certaine men &c: bur if this be not full, the 
©Prefidents. 2 Chron: ch: 15.ch:30. and ch: 35 will 
*rule the Caſe for the Civill Magiſtrate, and make out 
© this: That where the Do&trine and Diſcipline of the 
* Church doth not, or cannot prevaile , the Magiſtrate 
* muſt interpoſe his Coercive Powcr {or reſtraint and re- 
* medy ---- in a word: God hath many things amongſt us 
* that uſt be prote&ed and maintain d; -and the waters 
* of God have many adverſaries which muſt be watched, 


e2nd 
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© and ſuppreſſed; for ye bear not the ſword in vain , ye 
©xre Gods Miniſters altending continually upon this ery 
© thing, Magiſtrates and Miniſters have ( as ye Tee) one 
© common ſtyle of Office; that ye in your place,and we in 
* our Fun&tion and Order, ſhould mind and promove the 
© things of God, ye by the Sword,and we by the IVord;you 
© are keepers of both Tables, the firſt and great command- 
© mert,as well as the ſecond that is like unto it, Foth 
© come ſometimes as occaſion is under your co 
a*And ye know what a brand ſticks to this day upon Gallio ,,;c the 
: (though an Heathen Magiſtrate) that he cared not for 4uthzof the 
© the matters of the Law and Worſhip accurding to the Prop. for 
© Law when queſtion was brought; no, though there were King and 
© inſurre&ions and tumults upon that occaſion : and for _ 
* Gamaliels counſell, Refrain from theſe men and let them 55,001" 
alone : for if this counſell or this work , be of men, it knowledge 
* will come to naught ; but if it be of Gol, ye cannot overs when ba: 
* throw it, leſt happly ye be found even tofight azainſt Ving menti« 
© God b though it be found within the Bible, ycr it is not 91ed the 
* of like Authority with one of Solomons proverbs or Counſel! of 
© maximes of Policy : ithath no otherwiſe the approba- - mag ron 
"Ip" ks adles, 
tion of God for good, then the defigne of Pharaoh, or | SM . 
* the craſty counſell of Achitophel which arc alſo recorded the Lord, 
* in the ſcripture : it will not conſiſt with other rules of the the grcac 
*word , and hath been condemned as unſound, and Miniſters of 
* unſafe by many godly and wiſe men; we have myore ſure 227 Bate 
* words of {cripture out of which we draw the do&rine of V? "d be 
© the Magiſtrates power and duty in the matters of God monte 
© and Religion, then the looſe [peech of ſuch a Neutralilt mes Ro 
© and time Pry ng Politician as Gamaliel was.Go on there- Gamaliet 
* fore, I beſecch you as you began; take us the little foxes P. 36. 
*as wc!l as the ravening wolves, fThele be they who fepe- © Þ+ 26, 
© ratC 
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© rate themſelves , ſenſual wot having the ſpirit, The) 
© Boaſt indeed ( much) of the ſpirit , but they manifeſtly 
* dorhe works of the fleſh. They plead for I:;berty,bur tr 
* is licentiouſneſle, Liberty of Conſcience they term it, bur 
* itis Liberty of praiſe , that every man may do what is 
* good and right in his own eyes. They pretend to nothing 
* but Piety and Godlineſſe, and ſeem as if they would be 
* content tf they might but have a bare ſubſiſtence in the 
© profeſſion of it. So did the Jeſvites to learning, when they 
K Erft appeared upon the Stage, but when they had once 
 infinuatcd themſe!yes into the good Opinion of Princes 
- ana States , how well they anſwered the expeRations, 
nd required the kindnefle of thoſe who nurſed them up 
al! rhe Chr. fan world fees and tecis ro their coſt ar this 

* day. They acke But ( onntwence and Toleration, Þut it they 
once mect inaconflucnce, are Find themſelves Birong 
nough to run in a ſtreame3]-r but a domme be Pitcht 

* down to refraine or oppole their :7dnefte, or men fol- 
* low not on, to induſge and grori'y choir tmour, it world 
* ſoon appeare,whether 2: = they wov'! rage & fell & 
? get over,or bear down atore whom I] rzatſhowd Qand mn 

* their way, They did ſeem a while ro cry vp :!:c O7/er of 
* Parliameits and of the Civil Mar ft-ate, arid have thcir 
* perſons in admiration, but mc: !y for advartage, that fo 

© they may get above all Ecclefinfticall 4Anthority, & when 

* they are once up totheir bcight, what they will do with 

* the Ladder, they hopeto clim.be ani! ws nd by, 1snot 

© hard to conjeQuure, They reckon them(ſclves the VVheat in 

* the field, and when once they arc ripe, they will eaſily 

© be content to have all that threſhed of, by which they re- 

* ceived their growth. Ye have heard of the fable of the 

: Snake and the Counttyman that brought ir unto the ire, 
C 

| 
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© ſhall not need to apply it. Already they begin to re- 
© move the old land markes and Stratten their bounds 
© they deny thcir claime up to an high water marke , and 
© (make their baakes, and incloſe for themſelves to the ve- 
© ry channel fide. -But whether it be holden fit or ſeaſona- 
© ble that theſe Libertines be decried, for my part, I cannot 
© yet diſcover by any ati venefle to ſuppreſſe them:onely 
* ecing the evil and forcſceing the milchiefe,I have given 
©the warninz; that at lealtI may delivermine own Guls. 
© Ipra; God the remedy be no: deferred till it be too late 
6 ard ye fe Artuen to play an after-2ame to an extreame 
© hazard and dijaduwantage, 


a © I doubtnvt but your Souls abhor that bluody Te- ,» Geod 
© nct tothe ſonles of men, That ir is thedury of the M-- Serm: before 
oiſtrate to Tolerate all Religions» You have carried out the Comm; 
© the Duſt behind the door, and this Opinion will bring all 1-r-Þ 26: 


© the mire inthe ſtreets into the houſe of God againe. 
© Cambyſes had a lult to marry his fiſter, and his Counlel- 


© lers told him,there was no law whereby to do it: But with wieredith 
© all tli.-y told him,there was a law that the Kings of Perſia 1645. 
© miglit Jo what they lift,and by this he might marry his PF. 36. 


« Siſter, Vhat is it that ſhall be unlawtull, if this be law- 
© full for every man to make a Law and Religion for him 
© ſelte? 


© Put ſome ſtop by your Authority to the growth of 
*Errours, that are deſtrucive,tothe power of Godlineſſe 
© and let notthis ſuſpend your ſan&tion, becauſe ſomerhat” 
© broach them pretend to Godlizeſſey an enemy the more 
like he is to a freind the more dangerous. 


©a The third uſe of Confutation; itis of the Remon- 
© ſtrants 
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Cc "x "_—_— . 3 
M. Thomas [trants, «Arminians 8 Socinians, who chdeavour from my 


C . 
1horowgood | Text to get countenance for that wr" Errour, the - 


. c : _ : 
Serm: be © allowance of all opinions, as it becauſe the Apoflle faith 

fore the c ' : 

| ">goPt let your moderation be known unto all men, therefore 
# ſolemn all mens conceits muſt bee born with in Reli- 


faft Dec.25. , gion, and every one ſuffered in what he ſuppoleth to be 


1644 truth, It is a cunning and couſening deviſe, that ſtrikes 
his Text in with corrupt nature; but becauſe it offers violence to 


Phil. 4. v.5. © 
Let yourmo* © 
deration be 


my Text , I cannot be true to -it, or you, it ſome- 
what be not added by way of vindication and it 
k:w# unto . (ball be in-theſe fix particulars, Firſt is it probable 
Cc 
all men that our Apoſtle: who el[where almoſt every where is 
Lond prin- ' ſo zealous for Vinity againſt Schiſmes, ſhould in any ſorc 
red for Ghr. © Tolerate them, and fo voluntarily open a wide doore for 
xl : : arwviſion? in this very Epiſtle he writes for Peace even 
SP: es - paſſionately bur with with mighty power Phil. 2, 1, 2, 
Gentleman , f there be any conſolation in briſt 3 if any comfort 
is miſtoken, of Love, if any fellonſbip of the ſpirit , if any bowells 
T alpaies * and mercaes , fullfillye my joy, that ye be like-minded , 
thought Re- < having the ſame Love, being of one accord , and of oxe 
6 wal * mind, And in the next Chap, 3. 16. ---» Let us walk by 
So Al * theſame Rule , let us mind the ſame thing: expreſſions 
been the © different from all licentious Tolerations. The ſame A- 
ſame, " poſtle abounds in ſerious Dehorrations from Schiſmes 
* and diflentions, Rom. 13,12. 16, 17. and as carnell, 
*r Cor, 3. 3. and inother places. Ard he doth very of- 
© ten exhort with earneſt words and arguments, not only 
© that webe Lhe-minded, Rom: 15. 6,DPhil, 2.2. and of 
© one mind, 2 Cor. 13. 12. but of the ſame mind, 1 Cor,to, 
©10, jojred, yea joynted together in the ſame mind , and 
© in the ſame judgement : And is here the leaſt approbati- 
* onof that multiplying DoRrine? Neither will that 1 
©cule, 


(25] 
©cuſe, ſo long as they all breath Chriſt, tend to the ad- 
© vancement of Chriſt, it matters not: bur let &, Pau! an- 
©\ſwer this ObjeQion allog is Chriſt divided? 1 Cor: 1, 
© 13. Confider itwell,and ſeaſon your Conſideration with 
© that of our Maſter Chriſt himſelte, Mar,g. 50. Hawe ſalt 
© 1n your ſelves, and have Peace one with another : Tf we 
* were preſerved by humility from the corruptions of ſelf- 
* opinion , it would be no hard matter to cmbrace uni- 

* Secondly, ſuch allowance would prove deſtru ive to 
© holineſs both Perſonall and Domeſticall; Omnu Religis 

*& nulla Religio, would ſoon be the ſame : Suppoſe 
*the Husband of one Opinion, the VVife of another, the 
© Children, (it may be) of one or two other , and the Ser- 
* wants of as many more; what fhall the Maſter of the 
© houſe do here? how perform the Family duties? diver- 
* ſity of Opinions, like ſo many hatches interrupting their 
* prayers , 1 Pet.3.7, chopping all devotion and piety in 
* pieces :*As the Duke of Wittenberge was wont to lay, 
*New Garments introduce new manners , new manners 
* bring in new men,and new men thruſt out the old;{o new 
© Opinions ſuffered will devout the old; and the Toleration 
* of every Religion will deſtroy all Religion,and in conclu. 
* ſton leave no Religion at all, 

© Thirdly, this Liberty is inconſiſtent with civil tranquility; 
*the bleeding condition of our own nation at preſent is a 
* living, almoſt a dying witneſſe of this; and if that one Re- 
* ligion of Popery, fo tolerated as it was, hath brought in 

© upon us ſo many deſtruQtions; what will that multiplica- 

*tion do, but haſten deſolation wuhout recovery? for eve- 

* ry part would endeavour to ſupport it ſelfe,to the pre- 

*judiceof the reſt, et ms Religune certatums eſt Regia, 

dune 
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* dum de c&lo terra amiſ[az as it was ſaid long ſince, 
© Fourthly the late Biſhops of Ireland may put this Li. 
© berty to ſilence and ſhame; for when not long ſince a Ty. 
© [eration of Popery in that _— was propoſed they 
* ſaid, To give the Papiſts a Toleration is a grievous fin, 
© and will make us acceſſary to all their Abominations and 
© the perdition of all ſeduced ſoules. 
s) Defence , © Fittly this may be currant DoArine amongſt the Turks 
of Prop. p. © and athe grand Seighior told his Mufti, thar is, his chick 
20 bighly © Prieſt, As agardenis beautified with variety ofof flowers 
commends © {o his Empire would be adorned with divcrſitics of Re. 
#bis judge- © ljpion, Let ſuch Toleration find allowance in the Turk's 
ment of the © p1radiſe, it ſhall never, I truſt, be planted in the Para- 
wiſe Empe- < liſe of God, 


Tour WY) . * . o 
man, os Sixthly Wee have undertaken all in the National 
forry that © Covenant, the eſtabliſhment of UL»:formzity, and how can 


bis Adver- © that ſtand with this Omniformity indeed Nulliformity, 1 
ſary 's "14 &- © underſtand not: it was a prodigiouſe thing in the dayes of 
morner #R* © Teremiah the Prophet, Jer. 2. 28, according to the Num- 


_— © ber of thy Cities are thy Gods, O [udah ; here would 
* ſoon appear another kind of multiplying and increaſe, Þ 


- AS, Cs 


© but though this fancy be never ſo plauſible, Divine pro- | 


© vidence hath ſhut it out of our campe by our Covenant, 
Hardwick, _# © A thing pleaſing to God and profitable ro the King- 
Ser. before © domes , by which there is and through Gods bleſfin 

the Comm: ©-may be the moſt famous blow given tothe whore of Ba- 
Fun: 26. ©bylon, and her Baſtard Impes that ever yet was : now to 
1644 C©havethisſticke among us or laid afide , whilſt Malig- 
Lond print= c nts and Series live in onr Boſome \bleſling, and inſe- 


ed for Chr. c cret applauding themſelves, rhat they have neither taken 


bM.Humph, 


Me 4 th * , . . þ4 

6s.  *thisnor any of your formetproreſtations. This is our caſe, 
645+ _ | X 

P.43\ and I appealto wiſer Judgements , whether this may 


not 
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© not be the way to leſſen the honour and Authority of the 

© high courtof Parliament, s Conſider I beſeech you (Wore , wy 4,14. 

© thy Chriſtians) that the vowes of God are upon you,you Valwey be= 

© have abjured Neutralitie in your late Solemne Chrockes, bore the 

* far be it from any of you to glory in luke warm indif- Com:Ofteb. 

© ferency, as if it were a piece of ſingular Policy. You have 25+ oy 

© with your Tongues renounced this Neutrality as deteſta- !; 19-012 

© ble. Follow the Lord in promoting a National Reforma- ©, wcres 

* tion, You have an admirable Patterne; the zealous Pro- dith, 1644+ 

© pherE[:jah; I wiſh from my ſoule that a double portion 

© of his ſpirit may be given unto you , that you may a& 

© in his power and ſpirit, El:jah oppos'd Idolatry and 

© Oppreſſion, ſo do ye: down with Baals Altars, down with 

th Bal Prieſts, do not (I beſeech you)conſent unto a To- 

© leration of Baals Worſhip in this Kingdome upon any ety Sj 

© Politicke conſideration whatſoever ----- Give me leave —_— , 

© robe your humble Remembrancer. The mouths of your &c. 

© Adverfaries are 'opened againſt you; the hearts of your 

true freinds are griev'd, that ſo many c Delinquents are in c Hone; 

© Priſon , and yet but very few of them brought to their Koyaliſts. 

* tryal, 4 Ye cannot preach, nor pray e them down direQ- 6 MAS 
; e Reyner bes» 

©ly, and immediately ---- well, that which the Word can- fore the 

* not do, the Sword ſhall; that which the water cannot Com. Aug. 

* waſh out the fire will burn out; unto this particular the 28. 1644 

* Apoſtle applies this very fTextin part, namely concern- Lond. 

© ing the ſhakeing of the heavens &c: an Earthquake (as Primed for 

© we have heard) was appointed to ſhake down the Ce- 19h" = 

©remoniall ordinances; now it this were necefſary for the)" tt 

© abolition of that divine Worſhip which had ſometimcs egrrours 

© been by Gods own holy Inftirurion, haow much more & Herſy. 

© ſhall that which hath bene of human Invention (yea the f Haggai 

© very fumes and fogs oithe bottamleſſe Pit)ro Gods in- 2:6-7- 

E 2 finite 
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[28] 
* finite diſpleaſure and diſhonour, be tumbled down with 
- violence » and vengeance to hell, from whence it 
came, 

a © There is a word of Exhortation behind , and I beſeech 
«MThims © you ſuffer it, | 
Caſe Serm: © Firſt,to you Honouratle and noble Patriots, who are 
before the © called to be Reformers and healers of a poor broken 
Comm: May © Kingdom. Douth not indeed the punifbing and ſuppreſſing 
26. 1647. ;of ſpirituall whoredomes againſt God, Idolatrie, Hereſie, 
+ 66-gr ot Blaſphemie, and the reſt: doth it not belong unto you, 

printed for « I! L (hi . ' = p 
Luke Fapne 35 Well as the pnniſhing bodily wioredomes;theft, mur- 
at the Par. © der&c:? doth it indeed belong to you only to looke to 
rot in Pauls © the civil peace, and to let Religion, and truth, and the 
Church * worſhip of God ſand or fall to their own maſter? 
yerd, 1647- © foht Gat, fight Divell, fight Chriſt, fight Antichriſt, 
* catch that catch can; you have nothing to do but to ſtand 
* by and looke on, lay ſothen ; ſpeake our, publiſh ir in 
* your Declarations to the world, and let the People of 
: England know that it is the right and liberty, to watch 
*FheSubje4t3 of E-x2lard, ate borne, that Every man hold 
* whathe pleaſe, and publiſh, and preach what he holds; 
" that it is the birth-right (as ſome would have it) of the 
* free born peopleot England every man to Worſhip 
* God according to his owa Conſcience, and to be of what 
* Religion his own Conſcience ſhall diQate. Do fo and ſee 
* (Fathers and Brethren) how long your Civill peace will 
*{ecure you when Religion is deſtroyed; how long it will 
* beere yourcivill peace be turned into civill war, for no 
* doubt if this once be granted them, but they may in good 
* time come to know allo (there be them, that are inſtrut- 
© ing them eve in theſe principles too)thar it is their birth- 
* right to be freed from the power of m— 
rom 


2 


( 29] 
* from the power of Kings z and to take up armes againſt 
© both when theyſball not vote and af according to their hu- 
© mours , Liberty of Conſcience (falſly ſo ealled ) may in 
© 000d time, improve it ſelfe into liberty of Eſtates, and 
© liberty of Hosſes, and liberty of wives, and in a word 
© liberty of pera:tion of ſouls and bodies. 

© Right Honourable and worthy Gentlemen , I cantor 
* (tand to diſpute, this only would I know or you; are I- 
£ dolaters, and Hercticks, and Blaſphemers, and Seducers 
*are they evill doers? if fo, . then Iook to your Charge 
© Rom, 13, 4. Rulers muſt be a Terror to evill Doers 
* unleſs ye mean to bear the ſword inwains, And if you will 
© God will not; and it Gud take the Sword into his own 
© hand once, (as he ſeems to be a doing of it) he will 
* ſmite to purpole; he will exccute vengeance throughly: 
* both upon the evill docrs , and upon you that have not 
"been a Terrour to-them. Oh therefore up and be doing, , c,, tre 
* that ye may deliver the Kingdome out of the hand the Coms 
* of the Lord; for it is a feartull thing to fall into the F+þ.19. 
*hands of the living God, O let not your Patience (I 1645-f- 25+ 
© hope it is no moreall this while ) be interpreted a Con- Þ 4"g- Ep- 
© nivence, and your Connivence be taken for a Toleration, !%% , 
q ws 7" vid. Ammi. 

it may be the Kingdoms ruine, but it will be your ſin. ,, i.e 

a © Fathers and brethren how will ye call this keeping of 114, 22. p. 
* Covenant with God? Had wea Parliament of Apoſtate 208.2009 
* Juliazs , of whom itis reported, thatat what time he o- Edit. Hen: 
? pened the temples of the Heatheniſh Gods, he ſer 0 Vale{1- 


*penthe Chriſtian Churches, call d home all the Chri- Defence of 


*ſtians whomhe had baniſhr , both Orthodox and Here- —_— of 


"tick, and gavethem (as we call it) Liberty of Conſci- Fulian a 
*ence, but as Auſtin more truly phraſeth ir, + Libertaten: brave ar4 


* perditzoms, Liberty to deſtroy themſelves; for that was Politick 


'© his !hing. p 92 


Fo mods 


utansChri- or | 
Lites 19. © to deſtroy the True, and the Proteflors thereofroo, Or 


men poſſe * had we a Parliament of careleſs'Galo's we (ſhould not 
perire de © wonger:.but for a Parliament of Chriſtians, Proteſtants, 


[ 30 ] 
© his Policy and end , namely by liberty of all Religions, 


rerris OC. © Profeſſors, the Choiſeſt, the moſt ative that could be 
© cull'd out of a Chriſtian State,the like not under heaven; 

© that theſe things ſhould be done, and you hold your 

* Peace, and be able to keep your places , and pot to put 

* 07 Righteouſneſs as a Breaſt-plate, and the Garments of 

* Vengeance for your Cloathing , as it is aid of God z, this 

* makes the Churches abroad to wonder what. yp 

* Parliament is a doing,and all at home that love the Lord 

* Jeſus Chriſt more then their own Latereſts and Notions, 

* to befilled with unſpeakable trembling and aſtoniſhment, 

* to wit, what God means to do with this poor bleeding 

* Church and State. | 

he Comm. , © * Vf you mean that England (hall be turned into a wil-Y 
Aug. 22. © dernes, and be over-run with Arhe:ſme, and Hereſie , and 
1645.p.29. © Prophaneneſs, and Blaſphemy , you may hold your hands, 

* and you need not do it long, 

b Ser.before b© The Errors and Innovations under which we fo 
-— prog * much groan'd of later years were but tolerabiles wept, 
: np 5. * rolcrable trifles, childrens play , compared with theſe 
© damnable dotrines, Do#-nes of Dewils, as the Apoſtle 

*calls them : Poligamy, Arbitrary Divorce, Mortality « 

* the Soule, No Miniftery, NoChurches, No Ordinances, 
* NoScreypture, yea, the very Divinity of Chriſt and the 
* Holy Ghoſt queſtioned by ſome , denyed by others 
* And the very foundation of all theſe laid in ſuch 1 
* Schiſme of Boundleſs Liberty of Conſcience , wiz : Bt 
* lieve what you will, and Preach what you Believe , ani 
* ſuch Lavleſs ſeparation of Churches : and all theſe nc 


© oul 


a Ser.before 
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© not only whiſpered in Corners, but Preacht on the houſe 
© top, yea , publiſht in Print before your faces with fo 
© much virulency and impudence, that I verily believe no 
© Age fince the Apoltles time could ever parallel. 
« © There be a Generation of men in the Land that ſtand « Sermon 
* up for all kind of falſe Worſhip; that every man may fore 1he 
*Worſhip God after his own Conft-omee, or it they will not _ 
c "I, "#F ay 26. 
own it in words at length they will have it in figures: And |, p25, 
© if they may not, are ready, not only to cry, but to a&t 
© Perſecution, and that to purpoſe: for while they cry Per- 
ſecution gladio' oris they arc ready to a& perſecution ore 
© zladti, TI pray God it may never be englifſhed, b M. Toba 
3 pra) geitt J 
b © There is great talk of ,and pleading for L1berty of Lightfoot 
© Conſctence, for men todo in matters of Religion, as Iſrael Ser: before 
© did in the booke of Judges, whatſoever ſeemeth good in the Comm. 
© their own eyes; and how that proved there, there arc _ _ 
© {ad tories that relate, I ſhall not goe about to deter- Hs | 6a 
© mine the queſtion , whether the Conſcience may be el for Aud. 
© bound or not, though for mine own ſatisfaRtion Iam re- Crook at 
* ſolved it may,and do hold it a truer point in Divinity t#e Green 
* that errans conſcientia liganda, then ligat , but certainly - +» "od 
© the Devil in the Conſcience may be , nay he muſt be ("elf 
* bound, orelſc you a& not according to that vigour that I'M. it 
* Chriſt hath put into your hands, nor according to that JYatſon be 
© exa&neſs that Chriſt requireth at your hands, Ir is true fore the 
© indeed which is ſo much talked of, that Chriſt alone muſt Com: Decem 
© reign in the Conſcience, butt is as truealfo , that he doth 27: ys F 
© ſo by the Power that he hath put into the hands of the Magia 1,377 
© ſtrate, as well as by his word and ſpirit, R a:Smith 
c © If Conſcience be a ſufficient plea,the Papiſt will come at the Bib!e 
© in for a Childs part. Conſcience muſt have a Rule , ir in Cornhil 
© binds only wirtute pracepti , by virtue of -a precept,” If 1649- 
* Conſcience 


[323 
© Conſcience goesagainlt the Word, Deponenda eſt tall 
© Conſcientia, Get conſcience better informed, 


_ _ a © I muſt ſay that the Toleration of all things muſt be 4 
fore the © deſtruttioe Pruxciple to the State or Church where ever it be 


Com: May © allowed, Experience hath ſhewed us no leſs in Kingdoms 
26.1647. © and Churches Called by Gods name. Theſe are only ſug- 
p-34.Lond. © veſted which need a larger Treatiſe to ſtate fully, Ye Ser- 
Jabs Rok * yants of Chrilt,take heed of yeelding to the pretences of 
"el at the © Conſcience, the Dcvil and not Chriſt hath his'Throne 
Sunesfoun- © there; And no ſtronger hold: for him than Conſcience. if 
tain in * he once take it. Chrilt will not ſuffer him to ſhelter there, 
Pauls Ch- © therefore ye may not, ſo much as in you lieth. 
yard, © Doe not other Statcs, as ſome of the united Provinces 
Dub. « tolerate all theſe Herefies , and prote& them , and yet 
© they proſper 2 who more ? 
Sol I deſire not to deal with other States, unleſs I might do 
' © them good, I am now only called to our own, yet others 
© being made exemplary , a word inſoberneſs and truth 
© may not offend. I ſuggeſt only theſe thoughts. 

I. Can any man ſay,that proſperity is a fign peculiar un- 
© to Truth? thea let Rome come in and ſpeak more than 
© any for outward proſperity. 

2. © Are not {pirituall wickednefles as odious to God 
© ascarnall? and are,not theſe Hereſics ſuch , which God 
© condemnes as works of the fleſh, inconſiſtent with the 
* Kingdome'ot Chriſt 2 

3. © Hath Gol madean end yet of viſiting Nations for 
© the ſinnes of them?-when God hath done judging were 
*abctter time to urge this Example then now. I pray 
© God the evill day may not overtake thoſe States; the 
*o0ed Lord cauſe the Cup of trembling to paſs by chem 
*and purge their iniquities peaceably.Bur I am preſſed in 

* Spirit 
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©Spirit to ſay, God hath not_ ſpared ſuch State Polities, 

which have ſoughr their own riſe by the ruine of God 

© and his Truth. Witneſs Jeroboam the Son of Nevat, 

© whomade Iſrael ro fin. And he bids [in that doth not hinder Qui non ve- 

© it whex he can -==- Gods Truth, my beloved, and not ' Peccare 

© mans example muſt be the Rule ---- if Hereſies yet muſt - he P =__ 

Re . Sen. 
be, let us mourn for what we cannot help ; it is a mi. © 

© ſerable neceſſiry when not allowed ; it wil be rejoycing 

© tn iniquity , ether for State or Church willfully to tole« 

* rate, 

a © Though God hath given us glorious vifories over a M,E4.Ca! 
© our Enemies, yet the Churches of Chriſt ly deſolate, lamy Ser.be. 
© Church » Reformation is obſtructed , Church - Diſcipline fore the Ld 
*unſerled , Church - Diviſions increaſed. The famous Ci- Meyor Jen. 
©ry of London is become an Amſterdam , Separation from 1#:1545* 
© our Churches is countenanced, Tolerationis cryed up, Au- *' ©" 
© therity Iyerh aſleep. ---- 6 It would ſeem a wonder it I þ Ser.before 
* (hould reckon how many ſeperated Congregations , or ras the Lords 
* ther $ egregations , there are in the Cty : what Churches Dec. 25, 

* againſt Churches &c, +---» the Lord Knows that I men- 1544.P-13* 
* tion theſe things with a ſad heart, « Diviſions whether _ , ſupra 

© they be Eccleffatticall or Pyliticall, tm K ingaomes , Citties, P 
© or Families, are infallitle cauſes of Ruine to K in2domsgCit- 
* tres,and Families, | 

4 © Hereby the hearts of People are mightily diſtra- dP. 14: 
* ted, many are hindred from Converſon, and even the 
© Godly themſelves have loſt much of the power of God- 
© lineſs in their lives, I ſay the hearts of People mightily 
f diſturbed, while one Mrniſter preacheth one thing as a 
"truth of the Gzſpel, and another Mrnifter Preacheth 
© the quite Contrary with as much Confidence as the for- 


© mncr, ; 
© If 


a P, 17. 


b P. 33. 


Mat, 12.25. 
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« © If Diviſions be fo deſtrutive to K i»ggoms , Cities, 
© and Families > this reproveth tho{c that are the Authors 
, and Fomentors of theſe Diviſions that are now among 
© us. Theſe are the Incendiaries of England. If he that 
© ſets one howſe on fire deſerveth hanging, much more they that 
© ſet a whole K ingdom on fire, Tt he that murders one man 
* muſt be put to death, much more he that Murders three 
© Kingdoms: Mark them ( ſaith the Apoſtle Row. 16, 
©17,) that cauſe drviſiens and Offences contrary to the De- 
© Frine which ye have Learned and arid them, Avoid them 
* as the greateſt enemies of England, Theſe are like the 
* Salamander that cannot live but in the fire of contention. 
© Theſe are of a Jeſuittcall ſpirit, And no doubt the heads 
© and hands of the Jeſuits are in all our Diviſions. 

b © Take heed of the Land-deſtroying opinionof thoſe 
© that plead for an illimited toleration of all Religions, e- 
*ven- of Turkiſme F req &c, The Lord keep us 
© from being poyſuned with ſuch an Error 1 * This Text 


EveryKing- © riſerh up againſt it, for it wil dividea, K ingdowe azainft 


dom divi- 


ded againſt c 


it ſelfe is 
brought to 
Deſolation. 


CF.37. 


* it ſelf. Te will rend it in a thouſand pieces, Itis a Do- 
Qrine direRly contraty to your late Oath and Covenant, 
*A Dofrine that overthroweth all Church Government, 
* bringeth in Confuſion, and openeth a wide door unto all irreli- 
© 2:09 and Atheiſme: For at the ſame door thar all falſe Re. 
: lizions comes in, the true Religion will quickly ger out, 
* and if it be as for a man to live waere nothing is 
* wefull, as where all things are lawfull; ſurcly itis every 
© way as uncomfortable to live where there are all Religt= 
© ons, as where there is no Religion at all. 

c © It is your Duty (Right Honourable ) whom God 
* hath betruſted with great Power, to fappreſs theſe Di. 


© viions 
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f viſions and Differences in Religion , by your Civil Au) 
© thority, as farr 2s you are able, leaſt you are acceflary un- 
© tothem. For God hath made you Cuſtodes utrivſq, Ta- 
© ule, Keepers rot of the ſecond Table only -( as ſome 
© fondly imagine) but ofthe Firſt Table allo, and not one 
© ly Keepers, but 7'7n4ices utriuſq;, Tabule, Puniſhers allo 
* of thoſe that tranſgreſs againſt either. of them.” For you 
© are the Miniſters of God'for 9004, and Rewengers, to &xe- 
© cute wrath upon him that doth evil; Rem;. 13: 4.' and 
© God hath deputed you for the Pumſbment of ewill acers, 
© and for the Praiſe of them that do well, 1, Pet. 2, 19. 
© There be ſome that would blot out halfe your Commil- 
* ſion, and reſtrain this good andevill, to:Civilgood, and 
*to evils only againſt men, But this is agazinſt- that gene= 
"rall Rule , Nox eft diſffinguendum , ubi Lex non diſtinguit, 
* Where the Law doth not diſtinguiſh, there muſt nor 
© we diſtinguiſh, Tell me I beſeech you, Shall zt be law- 
* full for M agiſtrates to puniſh thoſe that- deftroy mens Bodies, 
© but not thoſe that deſtroy mens Souls 3. Shall they be 
© blamed for ſuffering men to draw people away from 0« 
© bedience to the Laws of the Land, and tv themſelves, 
* and not alſofor ſuffering men to draw away people from 
© the-Truth of the Goſpell, and from the ways of God, 
* ſuch. as Hyjmenew and Philetus , who overthrow the 
© Faith of ſome, and their words eat as a Canker? (hall 
* Chriſtian Magiſtrates take up the Maxime of Tiberrur, 
© Deorum tnjuri.s Dits cure oe > Let Qod himſelf rake 
© care to vindicate himſelf from 'injurics committed a- 
* gainſt God ? as for mee, I will ( juſt like Gallio) take 
* care of none of theſe things. Can Chriſtian ears endure 
© ſuch Language > Doth not God Prophely , 1ſaiah 49. 
© 23. Thatinthe New Teſtament K zngs ſhall be our Nar- 


F 2 - ſing 
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© ſing Fathers, axd Queens our nurſing Mothers > And how 
© can a Chriſtian Magiſtrate diſcharge that duty aright if 
© hehath not power from God, to puniſh thoſe that would 
© poyſon the ſouls othis weak Children with Hereſtes and 
* foul deſtroying opinions ? | 

*Will you allow the Magiſtrate to Tyrannize over 
© mens Conſciences ? 

* By no means. But I believe it is the duty of Magiſtrats 
* to keep men from infeRing their SubjeRs with ſoul de- 
* {troying Errors. If thou haſt an Hereticall Opinion, have 
* ittothy ſelf, and the Magiſtrate will not z, nay, caynot 
* meddle with thy Private Conſcience, But if thou labou- 
* reſt to infe&t others with thy Grace-deſtroying Opinions, 
* Idoubtnot but the Magiſtrate is bound to keep thee from 
* ſpreading thy infeion to the undoing of the Souls of his 
* SubjeAs. If he may lawfully ſhut up a man that hath 
© the Plague upon his body, that he may not infeR others, 
© why not a man that hath the Plague of Herefie upon his 
© Soul, that ſo he may not deſtroy the ſouls of Thouſands. | 
© Shalla Mafer in a Family have power to put away a 
" Servant that is tainted with a grols opinion , and yet not 
* becalled a Tyrant over that Servants Conſcience ? and 
* ſhall not the chief Magiſtrate of a K inzdome have power 
© to putout of his Kingdome ( at leaſt to ſhut up from 
* doing kurt) one that is his Subje8 and polluted with blaf- 
* phemons, Hereticall, Idolatricall Opinions? Is pot the 
* K ingdom the M agiftrats houſe and Family > 


a Ser.before 4*© This is a certain Rule , That all the Sins of the King- | 
the Comm. © dom which are committed by your commence or allow- 
Oftob. 22. © ance, are the Parliament Sins, and they call for a Parlia- 
1644-P-26- © went Repemtance, And therefore I beſeech you ſearch and 


©try 


(37] 


try your hearts, and conſider how far you are acceſſary 
ro the ſins of the Kingdowe, that ſo you may be wrought 
vp not only to a pryſorall but a Parliament humithia- 
tion.. And if it doth appear,' that you have taken more 
* care in ſetlinz your own Liberties, then inſerling of Re- 


C 
c 
c 
C 


* {gion ; If you have taken more care to build your own 


* houſes then Gods houſe, this is acrying Sin z and this 
* makes you acceſlary to a Thouſand Sins that are commir- 
* ed in the Kingdome. Againe, if you do not labour ac- 
* cording to your duty, and according to your power, to 
ſuppret the Errors and Hereſies that are ſpread in the 
* Kingdome; all thefe Errors are your Errors, and theſe 


 * Hereſies are your Hereſies, and-they are your Sins , and 


* God calls for a Parliamentary Repentance from you for 

© them this day; You are the Anabaptifts, and you arethe 

An'inominians, and it is you that hold That all Relizioms are 

© tobe tolerated &c.And theſe are your Errors if they ſptead 

* by your Connvence, For the Sins of the Sons of old Ely 

*are imputed to old Ely himſclfe, And when the People 

* of Ifrael had prophaned the Sabbath, Nehemiah con- , 14. Rice 

* rended with the Nobles of Judah for ſuffering them, and Baxter Ho- 

tells them, that it was they that did prophane ir, be- ly Common- 

cauſe they ſuffered the People to prophaneir, Neb. 1 3, #*#{b. 

I7. | Addition to 
a © It was none of the Old cauſe thatthe People ſhould - a . « " * 

* have Libertyand the Magiſtrate ſhould have no Power in primed for 

* all matters of Gods Worſhip, faith and Conſcience. Tho: Un- 
* And as it is not the Old Cauſe, fo it is not a derbil ar 

© Good Caule. the Anchor 
* For firſt it contradiceth the expreſſe Revelation of the £24 Bible 

* will of God in the holy Scriptures, Moſes had tv do in '*,* 


c 
c 
c 


* matters of Religion as a Magiſtrate; and ſo the ruling , ;c/ _ 


Elders 
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© Elders of Iſrael that afifted him, And fo had the Kings 
* of Iſrael and Judah, as is well known, inſomuch that in 
* Aſa's days they covenznted to put him to Death thar 
* would not ſeck the Lord God of Iſracl. 2. It tendeth to 
© theruine ofthe Commonwealth, and therefore it is no 
* good cauſe, How God was provoked By Aarons Calfe, 
* and by his Sons, that offered ſtrange fire which the Lord 
* commanded not Lew, 10, 8 what was the effe&, & what 
* benchit the Calves at Dan and Bethel brought to Iſrael 
*and Jeroboams houſe, and the high p!aces,and other 
* Errours about worſhip, brought to, the Princes and Peo- 
© ple of Judah we need not particularly recite, 

Law and providence are quite changed, if Toleration of 
© falſeWorſbip and other abuſes of Religion, tend not to the ru. 
© ine of the Communwealth. 

* If Maziſtrates moſt give Liberty forall to propagate 
© a falſe Religion, then ſo muſt Parezts and Maſters alſo 
© (for their Coercive-power is rather lefſe thenthg Ma- 
* oiltrates then more, and they are no more Lords ot faith 

or Conſcience) But if all Parents and Maſters ſhould 

giveſuch a Liberty, it would bea crime fo horrid in the 

; __ and cffeRs, as Iam loath to name with its proper 
itles. | 

© A part, it tendeth to the deſirugion of an Army to 
* oive liberty to all men to do their worſt to draw them to 
* Murinics and Rebellion, It tends rothe ruine of Families 
* that all have liberty to do their worſt to tempt the Sons 
©to Theſt and drunkennefſe, and the wite and Daughter 
© ro whoredome, It tends tothe DeſtrauRion of the Core 
© monnealth it there be liberry for all ro perſwade the 
© the People to Sedition and Rebellion: And therefore it 
* caſt teud to. the deſtruQion of the Church and = 
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*ſouls, and conſequently of the Commonwealth in the 
*cheif reſpeRs , it all have leave to do their worſt to 
* preach up infidelity, Mahometaniſme, Popery or a») 
falſe DoArine or Worſbip, againſt the great and neceflary 
* Truths. | 
© Leave it therefore to the judgement of all men that 
© 2re not faſt aſleep in their ſecurity, and utterly unac- 
© quainted with the advantages of the Papiſts, whether this 
« defiane of engageing the Magiſtrate ty a fundamentall 
© conſtitution , not to medd]e with matters of faith and 
* Worſhip, but leave them all to Chriſt alone, be not the 
* preſent ſetting up of Popery in England,and the deliver- 
© 1ng all the fruit of our labours, Prayers and vicoties into 
* the Papiſts hands, 
© 065;. Bur Liberty for Popery and Prelacy is ſtil ex- 
© cePred. *.. 
* Anſw: by whon? +»-- Butif there had been an excepti- 
* on againſt -Popery, pur: in, it would have beento little 
* purpoſe, as long as a generall Rule is laid down that , ,, +. 
* condemneth that exception, For if it be the ſtanding Rule, j4,y10n Ser: 
© That mattersof Religion and faith , and all matters of before the 
© Worſhip are out ofthe Magiſtrates power ; to lay then Houſe of 
* that Popery ſhall be excepted from Liberty, is ro ſay the M1- Peers. Dec. 
© oiſtrate ſhall intrude imothe proper Office of Chriſt 3? 194%: 
. > Loxd prins 
toreſtraine the Papiſts. ner "oY 
a © Well, ſecing theſe things are ſo; that ſin will find Neil for 
* out v7; let this be the uſe wee make of it, to be carctull Sam: Gelli- 
*to find our z!1 and to begin with that firſt, brand at the 
*This is that which lics upon us all : But eſpecially 87957 ſer> 
*(toſpeake a word in Seaſon) upon thoſe which have the P*, '# 
c . Pauls Ch 
Government of Kinzdomes and Commorwealths com: ard. 164.6 
© mitted unto them. Theſe had nced tofind out fin more? ac. 


—_—_ 
; cſpecial'y 


[ 40 ] 
* eſpecially, for the ſafcty and welfare of that State,which 
" they have the ordering and managing of, 
a © Firſt their-own Perſonall Sins. 
6© Secondly they are to find out alſo the fins of the 
*K ingdome, I have already Adminiſter'd ſome help in this 
* performance, by the hint of thoſe Sins before mention'd, 
* all which I humbly deſire may be taken into ſerious Con- 
* fideration, and eſpecially (which grows ſo much upon us 
* and which threatens ſo much evil rv us) the Sin of L;- 
© bertiniſme and Toleration, which is the ring-leader of all 
* the reſt and involves'all others with it. O that this ſhould 
* ever be once mentioned amongſt us here in England 
* who have enjoyed ſo much of the Goſpell of Truth as 
*wee have done; derived tous from our Godly fore-fa. 
© thers, ſealed to us by the blood of the Martyrs, proſecut. 
© ed with ſo many Bleſſings, and victories, and Gratious 


© ſucceſſes both of former and latter times, tothe admi. | 


© ration'both of Enemies and Friends; is this the fruit and 
© {ſue ofall that God hath done for us? and do all over- 
© rures of Reformation come to this? Surely God cannot 
© but take it very ill from us, that we ſhould but incline 
© and leane hereuntog As he ſaid ro David ofthis building 
© of the Temple; Thou didſt wcll thar it was in thine heart 
© and accordingly was well pleaſed with him, So will he 
* ayto us, of our Contrary carriage; That ir is ill that 
©it-is inour hearty if ſo be, it be come fo far, as 
© T hope it is not, What? when we have ſo much appear- 
© ed againft Popery and Super(t1t10n, ſhall wee now the 
© to thick of Tndifferency and Toleratioz> Certainly it's 
© bur a ſorry exchange of a Bad Religion for none. A!- 
© though indeed it will be no exchange, bur rather a fur- 


£ ther Confirmation: Tolcration of all other Errours doth 
© but 
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but ſtrengthen Popery amonoft the reſt; nhich will at 
© leaſt think ſo well of it ſelf, as to come in for a Chilus 
© Part. 

a® There isa Generation who look for much at your a M.Lazor, 
© hands, and yet ask nothing, I mean by way of humble Seaman 
© Petition, Vhen they find you, or themſelves in ſuch a **7* Ffore 
* poſture, as that they cannot be denied , it may be you m_ _ 
© may hear of them, Beſides the many looſe, prophane, xr hr oi 
© and ſcandalous Miniſters , there are a new ſort riſen a- printed by 
* monglt us , who have thruſt themſelves into the Lords E.G. for F.* 
© Vineyard. It's no leſs then Perſecution (ſo they come Kothwoll at 
* monly give out) to defire that their ſuſpitious Opinions j'* Su " 
* may be examined according to the word of God,and they 5 _ = | 
* commanded to forbear 'the pr_ and ſpreading of ns 44- 
* them for the preſent, There be many dangerous Books 
* abroad, dangerous at leaſt, *Ile lay no more. 


Liberty of Conſcience, 
The Bloudy Tenent, 
The compaſſuonate Samaritan, 


Fobn Baptiſt. 


b© Conſider alſo, c His failings and beware of them. b p. 44. 

* I, He had many Wives, even ſeaven hundred Wives, c S9lomons, 
© Princefles , and three hundred Concubines. Let notus 4 1 Kings 
* have as many Religions, There's ſome Analogy between 11+ 3: 

*the oneand the other, 2; There was in his daics firſt a | 
* Conntvauce at Idolatry, then open Toleration, and with- | 
all Apoſtacy, Theſe Wives turned away his heart after 
* other Gods; 4.4. He built an my) ger for Chemoſh the 


* Abomination of Moab, and for Molech the Abominati= 
c 


on 
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; on of the Children of Ammon, and likewiſe did he for 
all his ſtrange Wives, v7, 8. Obſerve the Gradation, 
© firſt Connivance, then open Toleration , herewithall Ape- 
© faty. 
«M.Matth, 4 © No Reformation of Religion now : now nothing will 
Newcomen © ſatisfy ſome, but a Toleration of all Religions, an4 all O- 
Ser: before © pinions + Charch-Government, Diſcipline is to ſome a fi- 
the Parlie- © ion, to others Tyranny, and Perſecution, Ah Brethren, 
ment. Sept. < this is a Provocation and will be a Provocation', for this 
—_— * God may turn us into the Wilderneſs again, 

. prin "ev nad Bea ialentf no. Denali 
ted for Cb: e are grown beyond Arminianiſme, Browniſme, 
Meredith © Anabaptiſme; we are come ( ] mean many among us ) 
1644. p31. © to down-right Libertiniſme. There are two Opinions, 

© which if encouraged ( and they are encouraged it con- 


bP, 36, ©nivedat) will opena door to Turciſme, Judaiſme , A- 


© nets, John Baptiſt, Liberty of Conſcience, and the like Pam- 
* phlets. An opinion moſt pernicieus and deſtruRtive, as to 
© the Souls of men, ſo to the Common-weale of the King- 
* dome. 

© Libertas illa quidlibet credendi (faith Gerard ) nihil a- 
© liud quam Libertas errands & c, That Liberty of believing 
* what men will (or of holding what Faith they pleale ) 
© is no other then a liberty of erring,and of erring in a mat- 
ter that concerns the eternall Salvation of the Soule, 
© wherein to erre cannot but be: moſt dangerous and de- 
* ſtruQtive ----- Diverſity of Religion dil-joynts and di- 
* ſtrats the minds of men, and is the Seminary of perpe- 
© tuall hatreds, jealonſies, Seditions, VWarres, it any thing 


« in the World be; andin a little time, either a _—_— in 
* the 


* theiſme , Polytheiſme , any monſter of Opinion. The F 
© one iS, That every man u to be left to the Liberty of his Þ 
© oxx Religion, an Opinion contended for by the Bloody Te. 
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* the State begets a Schiſme in the Church, or a Schilme 
© in the Church, begets a Schilmein the State. That is, 
© either Religion and the Church is prejudicd by Civill 
© Contentions, or Church controverſies and diſputes about 
© Opinions break out into Civill Warrs, Men wil at 
© laſt take up S words and Spears, inſteadof Pens, and defend 
© by Arms, what they cannot do by arguments, Once for all , it 
*is the Preſervation and Reformation of Religion which 
* you have Covenanted to endeavour, and not a Liberty of 
* Opinion, that will conſiſt with neither, Ir is the Extir. 
* pation of Hereſy and Schiſme that you have Covenant- 
*ed; which it to beconnived at , why doth the Apoſtle 
* reprove the Corinthians for their Schilme, ſo.much? and 
* why doth our Lord Jeſus commend the Angell of the 
* Church of Epheſus, for trying thoſe which ſaid they were 
© Apoſtles, and were not? And why-is the Angell of the 
4 Church of Thatira reproved for ſuffering that woman 
© J-zabel who called her ſelf a Propheteſs, to teach and ſe- 
© duce, If once we come to this , that any man be ſuffered to 

© teach what he pleaſeth to ſeduve whom he Liſt, to be of 
© what Faith or Religion ſeems good tn his own eyes , 

© farewell Covenant , farewell Reformed Religion , farewell 

* the Peace and Glory of England, if that day once come, 

© But you (Right Honourable) I hope better things of you 

* though I thus ſpeak. I hope whileyou live and fir in 

* Parliament, this ſhall never be. Ir is not uſuall, nay, it is 

© not poſſible that they which love God ſincerely , ſhould a Serm: at 
* defireto cheriſh diff-ring Religions: for it is moſt certain Pauls Feb.8, 


© he that admits contrary Religions, believes neither of 1546-Lond. 
primed for 


* them. 
| : , - Ch; Mere 
 4a*< Butthen the queſtion will be, Seeing there will be ;;, 1646 


* difference of judgment and Opinton , while we are Upon þ, 14. 
G 2 © carth 


P. I4* 


a4rl. 
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© earth,then how, or how far is this difference of judge- 
© ment to be permitted > how or wherein may Chriſtians 
* differ from one another in judgement , and yct oughe to 
© be Tolerated and born with > 

© This is my Brethren a very grave and difficult Queſti- 
© on; and to me, confidering how many places there are 
* wherein the Holy Ghoſt calls upon us to endeavour to 
* be of one mind, of the ſame mind, and of the ſame judg- 
© ment, it is eaſter to tell you, wherein we may not differ 
in judgement , and wherein differences in judgement 
may not be Tolerated , then to tell you wherein they 
may. 

* Firſt therefore,T ſay,that as an abſolute unity in judge» 
ment,that we ſhould all be of the ſame mind in all things, 
is ſcarce to be attained in this life , though it be to be 
endeavoured; ſo an Univerſall and abſolute Liberty of 
judgement, for every man to differ when he pleaſeth, 
and in what he pleaſeth,to be of what Opinion and Faith 
* he will, is not to be endeavoured, if it might be attain'd, 
* noris it to be Tolcrated or permitted, I know no ware 
*rant, no pretence of warrant forit, in all the Book of 
* God: Scriptureno where ſaith, Let cvery man be of what 
* Opinion, and of what Faith he plcaſeth, letcvery man be 
* left to his own judgement, | 

© Particularly , Liberr of Opinion or Judgment is 
not to be granted, are # cd, in ſuch things as are in- 
jurious to God , and Deſkudive to the Souls of menz 
nor wherein the Difference of judgement and Opinion 
will neceflarily and unavoidably, ex naturs ret , produce 
a Rent and Schiſme in the Chareh of Chriſt, x Cor.1.10, 
* Now I beſcech you Brethren , by the Name of our Lord 
t Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing , and that 
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C there be 10 D:w1/;ons 401g ou , but that Je be perfetly 
© jojned together tn the ſame mind, and in the ſame judge- 
© ment,, Rom, 10. 17. I beſeech you Brethren mark them 
© that cauſe D rwviſions and Offences among you , contrary to the 
© DoF/ine that you have recetved, and oo. what> Tole 
© erate them? no, avail them, Gal.5 .12, I would they were 
© even cut off that trouble y0u, Nothing can be clearer then 
© thele Scriptures are , againſt the Tol-ration of all Do« 
© arines, and particularly of thoſe that Trouble, Rend, Di- 
© vide the Church. 

a* Bur (to ſpeak a little to the Poſitive) if there be a 
© Latitude,and a Liberty of judgment left, it is firſt in ſuch 
* things as are not __ and Poſitively laid down in Scri- 
© pture, and therefore are notof the Fundamentalls, and 
© and effentialls of Faith and Worſhip; for there is for 
© theſe, clear and undoubted Light of Scripture. 


© Secondly, it is in things that are of ry and ſingle - 


© pratice, and notof open converſe, or Church-fellowſhip 
* and Communion. And yet even.in theſe things, this Li- 
© berty is not to be aſſumed, atleaſt, not to be practiſed 
* without mnch tenderneſs and circumſpeRion, 

* Firſt, care muſt be had of keeping thoſe Opinions 
© wherein we differ from others, private to our ſelves, not 
* troubling or perplexing the Conſciences of others with 
* them. This is the injunRion, Rom, 14. 22, Haſt thou 
* Faith > have it to thy ſelfe before God, The Faith there 
* ſpoken of, is a particular perſwaſion, touching the tree 
* ule of all Creatures, and the Liberty of all dayes. And 
* this Faith , this Perlwafion was-according ro the Truth 
© (as is clear by the Apoſtles Argumenration in thar Chap- 
* ter) yet laith the Apoſtle, Haſt thas Faith? have it to thy 
*Jelf before God: do not ſay , I am fully perſwaJed of 

my 


a P. 13, 


aP.21, 
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© my Liberty, and therefore I ought to profeſs it, and hold - 


* it out in my praQice , whatever become of others ; it is 
© the truth of God, and I muſt hold it forth : No ſaith the 
* Apoſtle, have it to thy ſelf, And if a man who hath a 
© private opinion in re media, mult keep it to himſelf, 
* though it be a truth, much more muſt they whole opi- 
© nions are falſe and erroneous. Certainly there is ſcarce 
© any difference of judgement ſo ſmall, and in it ſelf inconſide- 
* rable , but the droulging and Propagating of it may prove 
* very dangerous and Pernitious,, and in the event intolle- 
© rable, 

© Suppoſe a man ſhould be of this Opinion , that itis 
© unlawfull to eat things ſtrangled,or blood : if ſuch a man 
© keep his opinion to himſclf , and make ir a rule only to 
* his own praQtice : let him enjoy it 'rill he can be other- 
© wile informed, and Sear Yar in his Conſcience, But 
* if he will now go publiſh this Opinion, and intangle the 


© Conſciences of others , and ſeek to draw diſciples after F 
* him, and make a party, and cauſe Diviſion and Diflenti- 


. = amongſt the People of God,, this is not to be tolers- 
*red. 
© Privare Perſons of a differing judgement , if rhey live 
© quietly, frequentthe publick Aflemblics of Worſhip, 
© and are not diſcerned to diſturb the Peace either of State 
© or Church, by any ſecret undermining , are to be tolle. 
rated, in hope of their Converſion, and tor publick Peace 
© ſake, Bur it theſe men ſhall begin to ſpread their Errors 
© inpublick, to inveagle and draw others to them , to be- 
* euile the ſimple , and fo to trouble the publick Peace, 
, Cos are to be reſtrained, 
a<® Had all that profeſs the Goſpel in England, made 
© Conſcience to be of the ſame mind , and the ſame judge- 
met 
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© ment with their Brethrenand the reſt of the Churches 
© of Chriſt, as far as potibly; and where they cannot, 
© where there is a neceſſity of differing, had they made 
© Conſctence to keepe their diffences from appearing in 
© Publick, to have their private opinions and faith to 
© themſelves and not intangle the weake with their doubr- 
* full Diſputations; forbeareing to jndge or deſpiſe thoſe 
© that are not of their opinion, loving them ſtill as Brethren, 
* not cenſuring them as Profane, Antichriſtian , fighters 
* againſt God, men that will willfully ſhnt their eyes a- 
* oainlt the Light; had theſe things (I ſay) beene attended 
© to on all hands, our breaches had never beene ſo great 
© as now they are, nor ſhould the lovers of truth and Peace 
© have had ſo much cauſe to lament them, 

4 © But where is the fault you will ſay? True it is there 
* are diviſions, {ad diviſions,danger threatening diviſions a- 
© mong us, but where is rhe fault? I kaow there are many 
* that lay all the fault upon thoſe whom they call Presby- 
© terians, and ſay it is their rigour, and their ptide and am- 
* bition, their Spirirof -Domination that is the cauſe of 
* all theſe diviſions; Thus ſay the Antizomians, and thus 
* the Separatifts, and thus the Azabaptiſts, and thus the 0- 
* thers wy Now the Lord judge between us and them, 
© and let his people thar hear judge this day. 

© Who arethey that divide 1n judgement from all the 
© Reformed Churches of Chriſt inthe world, that have 
© Opinions and judgements differing from the Opinions 
© & judgements of all the Reformed Chnrches? we or the 
© Anabaptiſis? we or the Separa;iſts, we or the «<<<. > PoTi- 


_ * bly they will all ay, they are of the ſame Opinion with 


* the Reformed Churches in fundamentalls,as well as we, 
* and their differences, arc but i wintioribus, Now ſup- 
* poſing 


a P. 40 


Feza anxo0t, 
#41 Cor. 1. 
10, 
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© poſcing this to be trne (as it may be in ſome of them} 
« why then do they tranſgreſſe the Apoltles rule>why do 
6 they not it that it be in matters of Icffer moment wherein 
© they differ from us, why do not they keep their opinions 
© private, and have thcir faith unto themſelves before God? 
© why dothcy upon ſo ſmall differences (it the differences 
© beſo ſmall) withdraw from- Communion with us and 
© the reſt of the Churches, and gather themſelves into 
© diſtin& and ſeparate Churches? ----- their holding one 
© head & one faith,doth not excuſe them from being guilty 
fof breach of Unity and downright Schilme, ſo long as 
© they hold not one body,ore baptiſme, xs ſive 2nponcia 
eft cum ali; altis &c. Schilme or diviſion (faith he) is this; 
© When men are ſo addicted to ſome men, or to ſome out- 
© ward ritcs, that though theydo agree in the cheit- points 
* of Religion, yet theyare eltranged intheir minds, and 
© engage themſelves into partics and fations, Now who 
© are they that though they profeſſe to agree with us in 
© Dodtrine have yet made a leceſſion, withdrawne them- 
© ſelves gathered Churches, engaged Parties? Conſider and 
F oive ſentence. 

* Who are they that have moſt brokgggthe band of 
© Love? There is great fcar what the Preſb;ter:ans will do if 
© once they get power into their hands; bur in the meane 
time what do others? whoare they that brand their Bree 
*thren with the Title, Proud, Time-ſer vere, Prelatical, Ty- 
© rannical, Antichriſiian>? And- what is this lefſe then 
© Perſecution, 

© Who are they that have been fartheſt from conde- 
© ſcerding to their Brethren for peace and union ſake? 
* were itfir, I could ſay ſomething of this, yea much: I 
* could tell you much hath beene yeelded and much more 
*would 
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© would be yeeldea, yea almoſt any thing, but that one 
© thing that would lay a foundation of perpetual! D :wiſ7on 
in © and diſ-union in Families, Charch, K ingdome? Who are 


ns © they thar profeſs an utter impoTibiliry of reconciliation 

12 * or union, and plead for nothing but Toleration, Toleration, 

&$ © and ſome for Tolezation in the urmoſt Latitude,to Papiſts, 

id © Jews, Twks, the very artifice whereby the Arminiars in 

Oo * Holland (ought to gain a party, and ſtrength unto them- 

” © ſelves? Relo've theſe Queſtions , and they will reſolve 

y © you who are molt guilty of theſe Diviſions. 

C a © By a Declaration ſet forth above Thirty years agoe, a wi, Ricks 

is © King [amr's (of Famous memory) was pleaſed to let the Vines Ser. 

N © World know . not only how ill he reſented , and how before the 

is © much he deteſted the Vorſtian, and Arminian Dofrines; Com: Mar: 

I * then newly born and in their {wadling-cloaths; bur al- I 
q © - - primt. 

] ſo how ſollicitouſly he interpoſed with the States Ge- for Abel 

» © © nerall of the United Provinces, againſt their admittance & oper.1647 

\ Þ *of Vorſiurinto the place of Divinity Profeſſor of Leiden, p, 1. 


* or into their Country; And that he might decline the 
© envy of being in aliena Republica curioſus, he bears him- 
*ſelt upon that common rule, Parties cum Proximus araet , 

* when a Neighbours houſe is on fire, it concerns all inthe 
*Neighbour-hood to look about them. This Vigilancy con- 

* demncsour (I know not what to call it , I with no worſe 

* might be ſaid then ) inſcnſibleneſs and ſecurity, For 

* what were thoſe ſp:rkes at that time ſmoaking in a re- 

© mote corner,in compariſon of that fire which now flamcs 

* forth at cvcry corner of our houſe, blown up by thar 

© aromgiz, or liberty of all Reli2ions , which may be juſt- 

fly called, the Golden Calfe of theſe timez, whereunto 

* many are not unwilling to contribute their ſtrength & Po- 

* licy, and whoſe Birth-day,they would not fear to f- fe- 
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© fume Jehove, an acceptable day unto the Lord, Are not 
© the errofs which are rife amongſt us , either by infefing 
© Perſons of Place and Quality, grown into that boldues? 
© or by carrying away Barnabas allo , crept into that cre- 
* dit? or by ſpreading far and wide, riſen to that ſtrength? 
* that they do face, itnot ſeem able to put into danger of 
* rowting, our common Faitch,Publick Worſhip, authori. 
* zed Miniſtry, long and much «xprRed, and promiſed 
* Reformation, This to the common Enemy , is the Cape 
© of good hope, the ſound part are afraid, leaft the Truth 
© ſhould come to beg for poor quarter , and be led Cap. 
, tive, following the Chartot of triumphant Liberty, Some 
; think that Ep:ſcopacy in his Portificalibus, may by this 
© Means be retrived , and recalled from exile, to which it 

was ſentenced by the Covenant. Many that are as diſtant 
in their Opinions as the two Poles, yet moving upon 
' one axeltree, or tyed together by the tayles of common 
Intereſt, doubt nor but by laying their ſtocks together 
* they ſhall be able to bid fair for a Toleration, 
© And that we might not be left alone to wonder at our 
* ſelves,our ſympathizing Brethren abroad do wonder alſo, 
© That we ſhould be made the common Sewre to receive 
"the Garbage of other Churches , and rhat their ſtinking 
* {ſnuffes ſhould be allowed Candleſticks here in Eng- 

a M, Simeon "land, 

Aſh Serm, © Inthis ſad Poftureofthings, all mens eyes have been 

befors the © uponthe Parliament, and every one faith , I: there no 

Lords Feb. © Balme in Gilead 2 Is there no Pbyſitian there > IV hy then 

25. 1644: © is wot the health of the Daughter of my People 1ecove- 


4 re 
e for Edw, Cc . . 
Brew/ter 4 © Endeavour vigorouſly to compound our Differences 


1645:P,32+ © 1 Ecclefiaſtical} concernments. Alas , alas, my hearr 
© akes 
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© tkes, becauſe of our breaches, Let mine eyes ruh down 
© with tears night and day, and letthem not ceaſe , for the 
© Virgin Davghter of my People is broken with a great 
* breach, with a very grievous blow, Jer. 14. 17, What 
*FaRions and Fraftions, what Schiſmes and Separations, 
© what Rents and Diviſions are in this poor, diſtracted , 
* Diſtreſſed Church of England > how (hould either King- 
* dome or Church divided ſtand > God for#id , but tenaer 
* reſp+# ſhoul4 be had to tender Conſciences, But (Right Ho- 
* nourable) I beſeech you take heed, leaft under that pretext, 
* jou think of Tolerating all Religions amongſt us, Such Liber- 
*ty (I am afraid) would nſher in Libertiniſme, and haſten 
our deſolation, 
a® It is commonly replied in Pulpits, in Preſſes, That a Mr. James 
© 2 Toleration of all conſciences, even Antichriſtian , would Cranford 
© be a Soveraign remedy to cure all difſentions, and an ef- S*rm-before 
* feftuall mcans to compoſe the Wars of Chriſtendome: !*E-Mayor 


c 


© all the blood that hath for ſo many years been ſhed, is por pn 


* charged upon the reſtraint of this licentiouſneſs,ignorantl) 24 for Char: 
* or malitionſty termed Perſecution, Greene 
<I anſwer, it is beſides my purpole to diſcuſs this 1646. p. 

* queſtion of Toleration , only for the preſent I enquire, 1+ & 12: 
Firſt, Would theſe men that ſo hotly defend it , grant 

* that To/era:ion(it they had power in their hands)to I 
* which they deſire for themſelves? I doubt ir. The Arri- 
* 4x5 did ſometimes {ccm as earneſt enemies to Perſecut/e 
* on as theſe men; yet when they had Authority ontheir ſide, 
* they raiſed Perſecution againſt the Orthodox, more terri- 
* ble then the heathen Emperours againſt the Chriſtians, 
* which the Churches of the Eaſt moſtgrievouſly 6 com- 


* plained of _— 
, L o : Tom.1 CoMcs 
© Athazaſins at large deſcribeth , and having ſpoken p. 626, 
H 2 © much 
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: much of their inhumane, and more then bellnine cru- 

Epi. of elty againſt all Sexes, all Ages, both living and dead,con- 

Solitar,  Cludes, that he had ſaid lefs then their inhumanity was, 
becanſe it exceeded all expreſſion. 

* The Doxatifts did ordinarily plead for Tolerat:on,, and 

* ſeemed the molt inveterate enemies to all diſturbance 

* for Conſcience ſakez yet when under the Apoſtate Julian 

3 Con. lit, © thcy had gotten power, who can declare (laith a Au{ti;,) 

Petil:l.2. c. © what havock they made of the Orthodox? 6 All Africa 


$2. * was filled withblood and deſolation;Men were rent, Ma- 
b _—— * trons dragged, Infants flaughtred , Womea with child 
ls þ : miſcarried , hone wcre lecure in their houſes , the 


wayes were not ſafe for Travelers ; the Letters of them 
© that boaſted to be the Captains of the Saints were ter- 
* rible to all, Are our men led by another Spirit ? Surel 
© am, that one of them, that with moſt carneſtneſs , or 
* impudence pleads for Toleration, was lately of another 

* mind in the caſe of Familiſts and Antinomians in News 
© England, | x 
cPF,13, c*©Sccondly would ſuch Toleration conduce to the eſta- 
*bliſhing of Peace in the Co:amon-wealth > hath it cver 
* done it? Poſſible it is , that the equality of Powers may 
© perlwade each Party for 2 Seaſonto ſupprels their inward 
* rancour; can Toleration take it away, fo that it ſhall nut 
* break out upon ſenſible advantages by the increale 0i 
* ſtrength? let the experience of former Ages, and preſen 

* tuncs teach this, 

© Errour may Tolerate errourſe vis inter ſe conventt wiſi! 
* but can darkneſs agree with light? or Wolves with S beep 
d De pre- © 7 Tertulian obſerves concerning Hereticks of old, rhey 1 
ſer —_— © greed well enough one with anothergfor though they dit 
"2" © fered in private opinions , yet they joyned in one , 1nti 
© oppolit 


[531 
" oppoſing of Truth, You Perſecute ((aich Aulitn of the P. 14 

" Doxatiſts) where you are able where you Perſecutenor, 

* you are not able to doe it,reſtrained bythe fear of Laws, 

* or envie,or the multitude making reſiſtance, 

* T have been longupon this poynty bur I will conclude 
© it, with that ſolemn Embaſhe , which the Orthodox F4- 
© thers, Aﬀſembled in Councell at Sirminm , ſent to rhe 
© Emperour Conſtattus. 1 have infiſted the longer, a that a than. dg 
© it might appear to all , that che Tolcration of Errour, is *"% Arim, 
© not a way to Peace, as ſome men pretend, but to difor. © Selcuc, 
© der and confuſion: And yet I am.not an enemy to Peace, 
©buta friend to Truth, and Holineſs , without which no 
© Man ſhall ſee God, 

þ Miniſtcrs ought now to be intent to the errours ofthe Þ A ſeriou 
© times, both in Dofrine and Practiſe, and obſerve what © i aſtonate 
© isthe proper work of the day , and Preach accordingly ,.7 wg 
* taking heed of being guiley of ſinfull filence, whileſt ey; in -ar 
* Chrift and his trurh ſuffers. We have too mary wounds words of MW. 
© with which we have been wounded, in the houſe of our Tho. t 4+ 
* friends : many Miniſters have and doe undoe us ; ſome 9474 in i 
by thcir totall ſilence; others by ſpcaking too favourably 2"8"5"* 

* of the Seats, and two much daubing; *r's high time row rH 
C . _ . na. print. 
to {peak our , when the truth of God , the Paith once 4, «15h 

* delivered to the Saints, more pretious then our liver, is $14.6 ac 

* almoſt loft, three KinzJomes almoſt ruin'd , and all the the %25!e in 
* reformed Churches in thcir Truth and Peace hazarded, © 971.1 

* They that can now be fil:nt, wel! contented, and let rhe 1946 

* Wolves come trecly and not barke , they dcſerve ro be 
* accounted dumb dogs, Lc thereture, all Go:ly Ortho- 
* dox Miniſters, wio would not have all run to rutzc, ſtir 
* up themſclves, and lift up their voices like Trumpcts, 
* ſtand no longer looking on, as idle ſpeRators, or halting 
*Letween 
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* between two; for he that is not now with God in his 
; caule is yu him, and he thatgathereth not ſcarter- 
Cth === nd that Miniſters in our t' mes may be a means 
* to prevent and ſupprefſe the Errours , Hereſies and 
* $chiſmes, they muſt notonely often preach againſt them, 
" but they ſhould ſer themſelves againſt all the: ways by 

which Errours are come in, and are farther comeing up- 
* on us, and oppoſe them by Preaching & writing; as Lay- 
mens Pceaching, the Gathering of Churches, and above all 1 
* Toleratior, for that would be an open doore, at which all 
* kind of Hereſies would come in, and no mancould keep 
* them out : and therefore if Miniſters will witneſſe tor 
* Truth and againſt Errors, they muſt ſer themſelves in 
(5 eaiall manner againſt a Toleration, as the principall 
* inlet to all Hereſie and Error; And if a Tol-ratios be 
* granted all preaching will not keep them out : For asir 
© hath been anſwered the Patrons of Images, (who plead 
* let them ſtand, but Preach againſt the VVorſhipping of 
* them) thar if they ſtand, preaching will not take away 
* all the danger; tis not ſufficient to keep the People from 
* all Idolatry; ſo ſay I in this caſe, If a Toleration be 
* oranted, che Wvill will be tov hard for us, though we 
* preach never ſo much againſt them, A Toleration will 
" undoe all, Firſt bring in Sceptiſme in Do&rine , and 
©looſenes of Life, and afterwards all Atheiſme, 

© The Patrons of Error, becauſe they cannot at firlt 
* plead for ſuch and ſuch DoRrines iz termias, and yet 
*hold them, and would have them propagated, therefore 
* ehey p'ead for a Toleration, which once being granted 
*hey will come inthen of courſe.O letthe Miniſters there- 
* tore oppole Tol:ration, (as being that by which the Dt- 
* vel would at once lay a foundation for his — all 

CnC- 


a = = as wn a rw» DA 


<= 


a BY > = 1. - _ x r 2 _5+.4395 3. T2 »L KOI EH OLE. SY 2 Oo ot YE TD = 


A A A 
AC —_——_ | 2  DJFJI ia ww AR +2 


[55] 


© Generations) witneſſe againſt it in all places, pofſeſſe the 

© Magiſtrate of the Evill of it, yes, and the People too, 

© ſhewing them how ita Toleration were granted, they 

© hould never have peace in their Familes more, or ever 

* 1fter have command of VVives, Children, Servants, bur 

"they and their Poſterities aſter them arc like to live in 
diſcontent,and unquictnefle of mind all their dayes.-. a I 

Y might ſhew how the Paſtors of the Ret: Trmcd C burches a .87; 

* (namely thoſe who were ſtars ofthe Firſt Magnitude) 

So againſt the Toleratton of Anabapriſts, Libertines, 

* and other SeQaaries in their time, and what they did and 

* writ againſt itz as Cal vin, Z unglins, Peter Martyr, Philip 

MelanAhon, Z archins, Beza, K ox, Bullinger, Muſcul, 

==» b As alſo how in England in Queen Blizabeths dayes, 

learned Biſhops and Godly Miniſters were againſt the bp.88. 

ſuffering of many Religions in this Kingdome: as Biſhop 
]-wel, Biſhop Babington, Biſhop Bilſon, Mr, Cartwright, & 

- Mr. Perkirs, who in his learned workeson Revel: 2,20, 

- ſpeakes thus; Every wan Ws no! to be left to his 071 

- Conſcience ;, to teach and hold wha: Do#rine he il 

o But all ſuch men or women as teac7 erroneous Do#rine, 

c by the (Raverament of the Church are to be reſtrained, 

. --»- £ Did I {ay the A rch-Bi/bops,Bulbops, Deanes, Dafors, cþ.91. 

« Court-Chaplains, and Biſhops-Chaplarn, (for there were 

, (ome of all theſe ſorts oppos d) hazard the favour of 

« King, Nobles, great Conrtiers, the lofle of all their Pre- 

$ rments, ArcheBilhopricke, Biſh pricks , Deanerier, great 

c l'vcings to withſtand a Toleratiorn, And (bal! the Minicrs 

- of our times ſuffer a Toleration of all Softs to come in 
vpon us,in a time when the greateſt Refurmation is pres 

* rended that ever was in this Kinsdome, and 4 Pr!iamont 

* firting, and be eicher wholly filent or oppoſe lairtly; be 


© airaid 


c 
C 
c 
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© afraid ofdiſpleaſing ſome great man,or hazarding a lir- 
© tle eſtate and liberty? was the Lukewarme Angel whom 
© God hath caſt out of his Church, tor nut being zealous 
© erongh, yet fo zealous as to hazard all againſt a Tolera. 
© tron of Poperp?. And ſhall the Presbyterians Or:hodes 
© Godly Miniſters be ſo cold as to let Anabaptiſm, 
© Bronniſme, Antinomianiſme, Libertiniſme, Tadependency, 
© come inupon us, and _ in a whole Skin? Certain 
©ly the Biſhops and their Chaplains ſhall riſe up in judg- 
ment againſt the Miniſtry of this Generation, who ap. 
peared againſt the mind of the King, Council, and 6 
powerfull a faRionas was for Popery, and the Toleration 
© of itin thoſe dayes, if they befilent or meally mouthed, 
© beſides the ſhame and diſhonour of it here, before the 
© Churches abroad, and good men at home, who will lay 
© all the blame upon the Miniſters, and ſay, Wee may 
© thanke them for this, fordealing no more freely, nor 
* fairhfully withthe Kingdom,crying out, an unworthy A- 
* fſembly, an unworthy Miniſtry in City and Country, to 
* fir till and ſuffer all theſe Errors and poyſonous Prin. 
* ciples, in Books, Sermons ro come in upon us, and to 
© paſſe ungueſtioned, 

© Ofor ſome Gabriel Ponells, Dewname , Abbots Rc: 
Burgeſſe, to write, preach, remonſtrate, protelt againſt the Errors 
a Calany, and wayes ©. theſe times, Tis want of courage and {pcak- 
aCaſe, © ing out hath undone us; and *tis onely boldneſſe and 
a Baxter, ©freedome in ſpeakeing, to declare particularly ſuc 
an £dw8r% © bogks come forth, ſuch Sermons preached, ſuch piactices 
© © 1 wriie'© plaid, ſuch perſons preterrcd and ſuffered, ſuch partiality 
Freach, &c. a ; 
uſcd &c: in reference to the SeRarics, that mult reco- 

* ver ns; theres no way to put a ſtop to things, and ſaveal 

© from ruiac, but preſent courage and Heroick i 

* an 
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© 11d lets ſpeak out ; and ſuffer no longer a company of diddy 
od, 


© cunning ſelf-ſeeking SeFaries, to betray the Truth of 
© and to abuſe and undoe two Kingdoms -<== Lets therefore 
© fill all Preſſes, cauſe all Pulpits to ring,and ſo poſſeſs Par- 
©liament, City , and whole Kingdom againſt the Seas, 
© and of the evill of Schbiſme, and a Toleratror, that we ma 
©10 more hear of a Toleration,nor of Seperated Churches, 
© being hateſull names in che Church of God, AM E N 
AMEN. 

a* For ifit be lawfull for every man to entertain and hold 
© what opinion he pleaſeth, how differing ſoever from the 
© opinion and judgment of the reſt of the Church and Peo- 


a2 An Add. 
tionall Te- 
ftimony of 
M. Nath: 


© ple of God, yet this is his opinion, and his judgement is Newcomer 
© perſwaded of ir, and he muſt follow his own judgement, Serm, at 
© and this liberty of judgement be (as ſome ſay) Liberty of ©4vts Feb.8 


© Conſcience, part of the Liberty purchaſed by Jeſus , and 
© to reſtrain it, or ſet bounds to it, is in their language Per- 
© ſecntion, Tyranny,&s, It this were true, ſure Paul did ve= 
© ry ill, to charge the Corinthians with ſo much authority, 
© tobe of the ſame mind, and of the ſame judgment, Might not 
© ſome among the Corinthians have {aid to Paul, This is 
© hard uſage, this is to rack low man to the ſame length with 
© 1 taller, and to cut a tall map to the ſiature of one that is low? 
© What, the ſame judgement? and the ſame minde? will not 
© Paul allow difference of lights and ſights? Might not ſome 
© 2ze among the Corinthians have ſaid, VWhat it I am of 0- 
© pinion that there is no reſurreRion, what hath Paul or ae 
© ny man todo with that? it is my conſcience,andit is my 
© liberty, and what hath any man to do with my conſcience 
© more then I with his > might nor Hymeneus havelaid; 
© What if it be my Opinion, that the ReſurreRon @ paſt al- 
© ready, what hath Paul to - with that? Yes , ſaith Paul, 


. 
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e if ye perſiſt obſtinate' I will Excommunicate you , I p;/ 
© deliver you up to Satan, that you may learn 70t to Blaſpheme, 
© Certainly this ſhelter , this Aſylum of errour, falſely 
© called Liberty of Conſcience, was not thought of in former 
© times. 


Tak 
TT Hus far theſe Famous Divines, whoſe ve- 

ry words I have tranſcribed, and that faich- 
fully,never adding fo much asone ſyllable of my 
own, unleſs in the Margin, where I have ſome- 
times taken a little Liberty. 

I do much hope ( upon a ſerious peruſal!) 
you will confeſs theſe Teſtimonies both pertinent 
and convincing, and therefore I might here take 
occaſion to conſult my own eafe, and your pa- 
tience, But becauſe ( as I have found by ſad ex- 
perience) Prejudices are (trong, and evil Habits 
(which haye been long in contraCting) are not 
luddainly removed , (as an cfteCtual meanes 
(through Gods bleſſing) of your farther Convr- 
fon) I ſhall intreat your peruſall of theſe fol- 
lowing Autbortttes, 
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Preſented the Firſt of Jan, 1645, to the 
- Redd Aſſembly of 


DIVINES, 


Sitting at Weſtminſter by Authority 
of Parhament 


AGAINST 


Tolcrarion. 
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To Our Reverend, Learned, and Religious "Bre- 
thren, the Prolocutor , and the reſt of the Di- 
vines Aſſembled, and now ſitting at Weſtmin- 
fier , by Authority of Parliament : Theſe pre- 


ent 


Reverend and beloved Brethren , 


: E are exceedingly apprehenſive of the de- 

V \ / © firableneſs of our Chncken Peace, and of 

© the pleaſantneſs of Brethrens Unity, know- 

© ing that when Peace is ſet upon its ya 

© Baſis, wiz: Righteousnefſe and truth, it is one of the beſt 

© Poſſetſions, both deleRable and Jes like Aa- 

C07, ointment, and the dew of Hermor, It is true, by 

© reaſon of different lights, and different ſights among 

© Brethren there may be difſenting in Opinion; yer , 
© (a) why ſhould there be any ſeparatiaz from Church- a) What 
© Communion # The Churches Coat may be of diverſe the keeping 
colours, yet, why ſhould there be any rent in it > <orventicles 

* Have we not a Touch-ſtone of Truth , the good word 9 Private 
© of God; and when all things are examined by that gy > = 
© word, then that which is bell may be held faſt ; but ;j,, yan 

© firſt they muſt be known, and then examined afterward, our Church 
© If our diſſenting Brethren after ſo many importunate in- communica. 
© treaties would have been perſwaded ( cither in zeale to 
© the truth,or in ſincere love to the Churches peace,and u- 
* nity 


.- Co - 
C82] | 
©nity among Brethren, or in reſpe& to their own re bl | 
b) Tet the tun by faire and ingenious dealing, or (4) 52 Conſeic ek 
Miniſters of © to their promiſe maae nith the M znijters of London now fro YL. 
thi perſwa: © years ſincegor any (uch like reaſonable conſideration) ar laſt 
(107 wade 45 © tg have given us 4 full narrative of their Opinions, and 
Cen of © Grounds of their Separation , we are perſwaded they 
reray% th would not have ſtood at ſuch a diſtance from us as now 
ſcriprions, hey do : But they choſe rather to walk by their own 
Promiſes, * private lights than to unboſome themſelves to us their 


yoa,Oaths of * moſt affectionate Brethren, and to ſet themſelves in an 
Canonical! © jrtroden way of their own, rather then to wait what 
Obedience «c 


On. Covenanted Reformation, according to the word of 
ſpedtive Di \ God, and (c) examples of the beſt reformed Churches would 
oceſans. , bring forth. But the offence doth not end hereyit is much 
c) Sbew us that our Brethren ſhould ſeparate from the Church , bur 
the example® that they ſhould endeavour (4) to get a warrant to Autho- 
of one refor- © 7;2e ther $ eparation from it, ad to have Literty (by draw. 


--—<—x ing members out of it) to weaken and dimini(þ it, till ( ſo far © 


—wror ey We les in them) they have brouzht it to nothing ; this we think 


Minifters , f0 be plainly unlaufull, yet this we underſtand tis their preſent 
libertynot 10 deſigne and endeavonr, Wherefore (Reverend Brethren) 
ſe ber ejta- having had ſuch large experienceof your zcale of Gods 
bliſkd Kites © glory, your care ot his afflited Church, your carneſt 
mw _ . endeavours to promote the compleat Reformation of it, 
4) This is and of your ready concurrence with us in the improve- 
plainly our ment of any means that might be found conducible to 
Brethrens this end; we arebold to hint unto you theſe our enſuing 
defiene and Reaſons apainft the Tolerartion of Independency in this 
endeavour © Qhurch, 

at 18s m*% 1, © The deſires and endeavours of Independents for a 


- Toleration, are at this eime cxtreamly unſealonable and 
preproperous: for, 
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[ 63] 


* E© The Reformation of Religion is not yct perſe&ted 
and ſetled amongſt us, according to our Covenant, And 
4 why may not the Reformation be raiſed up at laſt, to 
* 


purity, and perieion , that truly tegder Conſcien- 


= 


©&+5 may receive abundant ſatisfaQtion, for ought that yet 


* appcars ? 

" 2. Itis not yet known, what the Government of the 
{Independents is, neither would they ever yet vouchſafe 

Fto let the World know, what they hold in that point, 

© though ſome of their Party have been too forward to « )The Pres 
* hallenge the London Petitioners, as led with blind Obeai- byterjans 
fence, and pinnime thetr ſoules upon the Prieſts ſleeve, for de- ( althoxgb 
ffiring an eſtabliſhment of the Government of Chriſt , be. oftenpreſſe# 


K*bre there was any Modell of it extant, therennto ) 


3.< Wecanhardly be perſwaded , that the Indepen- pr ket 


ents themſelves (after all the ſtirs they have made a- with they 
© mongſt us) (ce) are as yet fully reſolved about their own woull be all 
* $41, wherewith they would be concluded, ſeeing they pub- concluded, 
"liſh not their model! (though they are nimble enough#2” far they 
'in publiſhing other things) and they profeſs Reſerves, paar yt 4. ng 
"and new Lights, for which they will ( no doubt ) expect - " 2 wi | 
f the like Toleration , and ſo in infnituw. It were more The. deſires 
ſeaſonable tro move for Toleration, when once they are of Tolerati- 


*poſrvel) determined how far they mean to g0e,and where the 'y ON and cons 


mean to ſtay, deſcention. 

IL, © Their deſires and endeavours,are unreaſonable,and f 7's wo 
\ in di us Prez» , 
anequall in divers regards. = 


1,* Partly becauſe no ſuch Toleration, hath hitherto beey _ FT 0 
eſtab liſbed (ſo far 4s we know ) un ary Chriſtian State by the in the late 
Croil Magiſtrate. times tole- 

2.f © Partly , becauſe ſome 'of them have ſolemnly pro... 74te Epif: 
feſt, that they eannot ſuffer Presbytery ; and ayſnerable here. OPacy. 


* unto 
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[64] 
© unto is their prafiſe in thoſe places where Independency pre. 
*wailes, 
© And partly becauſe (g) to grazt to them , and not hill. 
g) To grant © they Sefartes, who are free borne as well as they , and har 
indulgence © ge as good ſervice as they tothe Publick ( as they uſe 
unto a few, c plead) will be counted injuſtice and great Partiality; butt” 


conan * grant it unto all, will ſcarce be clear'd from preat impicY 
of all Par= TY. | 
pies. II. © Independency is a Schilme 71 
Why may I. (h) © Tadependents do depart from our Churches ali © 
nts © ſo acknowledyd by themſelves. 

all otbor $6. 3+ © They draw and ſeduce our members from our c 


C . 
aries, de» $7*$411085, : 
fire the ſame 3. (i) They ereF ſeparate Conpregations, under a ſepariif} © 
favour, in * and undiſcovered Government, | ; 
caſe they (4) © They refuſe Communion with \our Churches tn thi © 


5 _ Fe © Sacraments, \ s 
Churches,  S+ © Their Miniſters refuſe to preach among us as Off ©» 
(h) Te al- © ficers, c 
ready do, & 6, © Their members , if at any time they yoyne with fff; ©; 
( in coſe © iz hearing the Word and Prayer, yet they do it 130: as nil © 
your Tolera © ,p, M inifteriall Word and Prayer, nor as the Ads of Chu * 1; 


tiow be © Communi 

granted ) ; _ ; , : 
Pill drep (© Now we judge that no Schiſme is to be Tolenff * z; 
our members © ted in the Church *x3-#=r7@ 1 Cor: r, 10, 1 Cor: 12.25 I 
from our *© *&zarndia; Rom: 6.17, with' 1 Cor, 3 3, Gal: 5 20, "(af 


Congregs= TV, (m) * Many milchictes will inevitably follow up 
tions, which : | 
ye ackwowledge true Churches. (i)Ye do in effeft ſet up Separate Church 
(k* Ye receive nit. the Sacramen ts (except ſome few ) in on \Churches but 
private meetings , * Schiſmes. * Diviſcons. (1) No Schiſme is to be Tele 
red, as ye gram, But Presbytery is a Schiſme Now, as muchas Indepenteng 
by you declared 10 be Then. Jherefore, (according to your own ground; ) i 
nit to bs Tolerated, (m) The ſame would follow if Pres bytery were T clerated, 

I 


7 


ard 


[65] 
© this Toleration, and that both ro Church'and Common." 
* wealth. 

Firſt to the Church, as, 

I, © Cauſeleſs and unjuſt revolts from our Miniſtry, and 
© Congregattans . ; 

2, © Our Peoples minds nill be troubled, and in aanzer to 


"© beſubwerted, as As 15. 24, 


3. © Bitter heart -Uurnings amon2 Brethren , will te for 
* mented arid perpetuated to Poſtertty, 

'4. © The 6, al vainfull, Orihodox Miniſtry, ill te diſ- 
© couraged and deſpiſed, 

5, The liſe and power of Godlineſſe will be eaten out by fri« 
* wolous difputes, and vaime 14nzlings. 

6, © The whole courſe of Relivion in private Families, will 
* te taterrupted and undermined, 

7. © Reciprocall Duttes between perſons of neareſt and dea« 
* reſt Relations will be extreamly wiolated, 

8. © The whole work of Reformation, eſpecially in Diſci- 
Coline and Government will be retarded, diſturbed, and in 
© danger of being utterly fruſtrate and v011, whileſt every per« 
©(on ſhall have liberty, upon every triviall diſcontent at Pres- 
© byeriall Goverment and Churches, to revolt from us, and 
"ſt rhemſelves 1a ſeparated Congregations, 

9. © All other Sets and Herefies in the Kinzdome will be 
F ercouraned to endeawour the like Toleration, 

Io, All other Sefts azd Hereſies in the K ingdome will 
*ſofeguard and ſhelter themſelves under the wings of Indepen« 
* denicy, an1 ſome of the Independents intherr Books, have 0- 
*penty awoned, that they plead for Liberty of Conſcience as nel 
* far others as for themſelves, 

It. © And the whole Church of England , in ſhort tine will 
* be ſwallowed up with deſiruion and confuſion, And God 1s 
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[66] * 
© ot the Author of confuſion but of peace. 1. Cor: 14. 33, 


© Secondly to the Commonwealth. for, 

rt. © Alltheſe miſchiefs in the Church will have their pro. 
© pa7tionable influence npon the Commonnealth, 

2. © The Kingdome will-be wofully weakned by ſcandalls 
© and Dic4jions, ſo that the enemies of it, both domeſticall and 
© forreign, will be encouraged to plot and pratiice againlt it, 

3. It is muchto be doubted, leſt the power of the Magiſtrate, 
© ſbould not onely be weakened, but even utterly overthrowne, 
© conſidering the Principles and prafices of Independents,toge- 
© ther with their compliance with other $ eRaries, ſuſſiciently (a) 
© knowne tobe Arti-Magiſtraticall, 

rr (4) V.* Such a Toleration is utterly repugnant and in- 
terien prin. © conſiſtent with that ſolemn League and Covenant , for 
ciples known © Reformation and defence of Religion , which not only 
ro be ſo too. © both houſes of Parliament, bur alſo perſons of all forts 
— 49m * in both Kingloms of England and Scotland , have ſnb- 
with her \cribed, and with hands lifted up to the moſt high God 
Oaths im. © have ſworn: (a) which Covenant likewiſe , both you, 
poſed by © and we, and thoſe chat mot earneſtly purſue the eſta- 
Lawfull ; bliſhment of Toleration ,' have wade ( or ſhould have 
— madc) 7» the preſence of Almighty God, the ſearcher of all 
RR hearts,with a true intention to perform the ſame , as we ſhall 
a) Which , 987 at the Great day, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be 
Oaths have * aiſcloſed, For, 

bres taken I, © Th tis oppoſite to the Reformation of Religion arcord- 
y moit « 

the chief hickter for Toleration, and with a True imention ( it ws hoped ) to 
performe the ſame, 
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Fg * 2 fo the word of God, and the example of the beſt r band 
© Chunghes, Article x, _ a 

2. (n) © It is deſtruive to the three Kingdomes neare(t 
* conjunfton and uniformity in Religion and Government which 


© might lead us and our poſterity after us as Brethren to live 1,514 of 
© x faith and Love Art,x, Preshytery 


3. (0) © It is plainly contrary to that extirpation of $ chiſme is no leſs dex 
© and whatſoever ſhall be found contrary to ſound Dofrine, ftrudive to 
* and the Power of Godlineſſe, which we have ſworne ſincerely, "he comun- 


really , and conſtantly to endeavour without reſpeR of per- —_— y 


© ſons | 
F . R 2 F/4 h 
4. (p) © Hereby we ſhall be involved in the guilt of other _ Kings 
© mens ſins , and thereby be endangered to recerve of their domes then 
© Plagues Art, 2, Indepen- 


5. It ſeems utterly impoſſible (if ſuch Toleration ſhould be 4919Y- , 
© oranted) that the Lord ſhould be one, and his name one'in the 0) SP 3 
© three Kingdomes, Art, 2, So 


& "Ive : as much a 
6. © This will palpably binder the Reformation of Relt- $chiſme 

* 0108, tnevitably divide one K ingdome from another,ang from E piſe 

*unhappily make fafitons and parties among the People cone ©9Pacy, as 

© trary to this. League and Covenant ; of which evil offis £81249 


© ces, whoſoever ſball be found guilty, are reputed in the hmm ny 


* Words of the Covenamt (1) Taceadiaries , Muali9nants from Pres- 
bytery, why 
do they now, 
in fFead of extirpation, deſire the Tolerdtion of it , contrary to Jour Covenant, 
(p) Toleration of Schiſme rendreth Magiſtrates aud Miniſter s 4cceſſary to the 
Errours, Sins, and Deſirudion of ſeduced and, deluded Peaple. (-q ) The Tole- 
ration of deformity, even in little Matters, ſometimes cauſeth fatiions and pare 
ties among(t tbe People, Let Us have a care we be not Incendipries, or evill 
Inftr uments « for Sacritegious ſpirits to work by ill affeled as well to Presbyte- 
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. M alignants and evill Inſtruments, to be diſcavered , that: 
* they may be brought to publick triall , and receive condrgne 


: puniſhment, Art, 4.& 3. 


c 
Cc 


© Theſe are ſome of the mary Conſiderations , which 
make deep impreſſions upon-our ſpirits , againft that 
great Diaza of Independents , and all the SeNaries lo 
* mwch cryed up by them in theſe diftrafted times , w1z., Fr 


,; , 


* A Toleration, a Toleration, And however, none (huuld 
* have more rejoyced then our ſelves in the eſtabliſhment 
* of a Brotherly, Peaccable, ard Chriſtian accommoda- 
* tion; yer this being utterly reje&ed by them , we-can- 
* not difſemble how upon the fore-mentioned grounds, 
© we deteſt and abhor the much endeavoured Toleration, 
* Our Buwels, our Bowels areſtirred within us , and we 
© could even Drowne our ſelves in Tears , when we call 


Cc . 
.to mind , how long, and ſharp a travel! 
hath bcen in for many years together, to bring for 


this Kingdom 
that 


* bleſſed fruit of a pore and pzrfe&t Reformation z and 


now at laſt after all our pangs, and dolours, and expeRta- 


: tions, this Reall and through Reformation, is in danger of 
being ſtrangled inthe Birth, by a lawleſs Toleration, that 


* trives to be brought forth before it, 
© Wherefore ( Reverend and Beloved Brethren) we 
© could not ſatisfy our ſelves, till we had made ſome dif- 2 
© covery ot our Thoughts unto you about this matrer; not 
© that we can harbour the leaſt jealouſy of 
© Jelity , or induſtry in the oppoſing, an 
* fuch a rout of gall and bitterneſs, as Toleration is and 
* will be, both inpreſentand future Ages; but that we 
* may what lies in us, endeavour mutually to ſtrengthen 
one anothers rcſolutions ,' againt the preſent gro 


wW1nNg C- 
vills, 


our zcale, fi- 
extirpating of 


[ 69] 
« yills, and that our Conſciences , may not ſmite ns ano- 
© ther day for finfull ſilence, or fluggith deficiency in any 
' point of Duty, tending to the glory of Chriſt, Honour 
© ofthe Truth, Peace of the Church, PerfeRion of Refor- 
© mation , Performance of our Covenant , and Benefit of 
© preſent and ſucceeding Generations, 


"From $j0n-Colleage 
Lond. Decemb. 
18. 1645+ 

Sut ſcribed by Us your AﬀeRionate 
Brethren , and Fellow-laboy- 
rers in the work of the Mini- 
ſtry ts whom Truth and 
Peace 1s very pretious, 
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The Judgement of King F A ME S and 
His Privy - Council againſt 


Toleration. 


Tranſcribed verbatim out of Judge Crooks 
Reports, Term, Mich: Anno 2, Jacobi 
Parag, 13, Part, 2, p,37. 


Emorandum, thatby command frem the King; 
M-- the _ of England, with diverſe of 
© the Nobility 442, The Lord Elleſmere Lord 
© Chancelor , the Earle of Dorſet Lord Trea- 
© ſurer ,. Vicount Cranbourne Principall Secretary , the 
"Earle of Nottingham Lord Admirall , the Earles of 
© Northumberlazd, Worcefter, Devon, and Northampton, 
* the Lords Zouch, Burghley, and K aoules , the Chancel=- 
© or of the Dutch), the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, the 
'Biſhopof London, Papham chief Juſtice , Bruce Maftcr 
* of the Nolls, Anderſon, Gawdy,W almeſly, Fenner, K ings- 
* mill, Warberton,S awill, Damell, Yelverton,. and Sits. 
* were afſembled in the Star Chamber, where the Lord 
* Chancellor, after a long Speech made by him, concern- 
ing Juſtices of Peace, and his Exhortation to the Juſtices 
c of Aſſizez and in diſcourſe concerning Papilts and Puri- 
| tans, 
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72} 
© tans, Declaring how they both were diſturberz of the 
© Stare, and tharthe King intended to ſuppreſs them , and 
© to have the Laws put in execution againſt them, Deman« 
© ded of che Juſtices their Reſolution in three things, 

© Firſt, Whether the Deprivation of Puritan Mini. 
* ſters by the High Commiſſioners , for refuſing ro Con. 
© forme themſelves to the Ceremonies appointed by 
© the laſt Canons, was Lawfull > Vhereto all the Juſtices 
© anſwered, 
© That they had conferred thereof before, and held itto 
© be lawfull, Becauſe the King hath the Supream Fccle- 
© fdaſticall Power, which he hath Delegated to the Com. 
© miſſioners, whereby they had the Power of Deprivation, 
© by the Canon Law of the Realm , and the Statute of 1, 
* Eliz, which appoints Commiſſioners to be made by the 
© Queen,doth not confer any new Power , but cxplain and 
* declare the ancient Power. And therefore they held it 
* clear, That the King without Parliament might make 

* Orders and Conſttutions for the Government of the 

* Clergy, andmight deprive them , if they obeyed not; 

" And fo the Commiſſoners might deprive them, But 

J they could not make any Conſtirations without the King, 
and the divulging of ſuch Ordinances by Proclamation is 

* 2 moſt gratious Admonition; And for as much as they 

* have re:nſed ro obry , they are lawfully deprived by the 

* Commithoners ex Ofco without Libel E: ore tenus 

© eonTorall, 

* Seconuly, Whether a Prohibition be grantable againſt 
© the Commioners upon the Statute of 2.H.5.if they do 


© not deliver the Copy of the Libell to the Party; whereto 
© they all Anſwered, That that Statute is intended where 
© the Eccleſiaſtical! Judge procceds, Ex officio & ore texus, 


* Thirdly 


[731 

* Thirdly, Whether it were an offence-puniſhable, and 
© what puniſhment they deſerved , who framed Petitions, 
© nd collefted a multicude of hands thereto, to prefer the 
© King in a publick caule as the Puritans had done, with an 
© Intimation to the King, That ithe denyca their Suite, 
© many Thouſands of the SabjeAs would be diſcontented?» 
© Whercto all the Juſtices anſwered, that it was an of- 
© fence finable at diſcretion , and very necr to Treaſon and 
©Felony in the puniſhmert , for they tended tothe raiſing 
© of Sedition, Rebellion and dilcontcnt among the People: 
©To which Reſolution all the Lords agreed and then many 
© of the Lords declared, 

© That ſome of the Puritans had raiſed a falſe Rumour 
© of the King, how he intended to grant 4 Toleration to Pa- 
© piſts: which offercc the Juſtices conceived to be heinous- 
© ly finable by the Rules of the Common Lawseither in the 
© Kings Bench, or by the King and his Councill : or now 
© fince the Statute of 3. H. 7, inthe Star- Chamber, And 
© the Lords ſcveral'y declared how the King was diſcon- 
* tented, with the (aid falle Rumour, and had made but 
© the day tcfore 2 Proteftation unto them , That he never 
© intended it, and i5at he would ſpend the laſt drop of 
© blood in his body betore he would do itz and prayed that 
© before a:;y of his HHyuc ſhould maintain any other Religi- 
© on then whot he tru'y profefled and. maintained, that God 
© would take chun out vf the World. 
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VOTES «c, 


BF TaZ 
Honourable Houſe of 


COMMONS PÞPeb, z, &c, 166 2. 


Upon Reading His Majcſties Gratious 
Declaration and Speech @'c, 


Die Mercuru 25, Feb, 15, Car, R, 


Reſolved &c, Nemine contradicente; -< 
That the humble Thanks of this Houſe, be returned to Bis 
Majeſty, for his Reſolution to Maintain the A of I nifors 


mit), 
Reſolved &c. 


That it be preſented to the Kings Majeſty 5 as the Humble 
Advice of the Houſe , That no Indulgence be granted to the 
ai enters from the AF of Vniformity, 


Moſt Gratiovs Soverargne , 
Tr Knights, Cirizens,and Burgeſſes,of the Commons 


houſe of Parliament,did with great joy receive your Maje= 
L n ſties 
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© mo? Grarious Speech,3t the opening this Seifion of Par. 
f liamert: And being thereby invited ro conſider of their 
© Declaration of the Twenty fixth of December laſt; they 
© have with al! Sobricty, Duty , and Aﬀection , examined 
* the grounds thereof,and do by me preſet unto your Ma- 
© jeſty their moſt hearty Thanks for the {2me, and kumble 
* Advice thereupon; both which, I do beſecch your Ma» 
* jeſty, that you will vouchlate me to deliver in their own 
© words, 
* May it pleaſe your mot excelent Majeſty, 
© Wee your Mijcities moſt Durifull and Loyall Sub- 
© jets, the Knights, Citizens and Burgefl;'s of the Houſe of 
* Commons in Parliament Afſembled , having with all fi- 
© delity and obedience conſidered of the ſeverall matters 
* comprized in your Majeſtics late Gratious Dcclaratioh 
© of the 26 of Decemb.laſt,and your moſt gratious Speech 
©at the beginning of this preſent Scſion , 
© Do in the firſt place for our ſclves, and inthe names 
© of all the Commons of England, render to your Sacred 
© Majeſty, the Tributc of our moſt hearty Thanks for that 
© infinite Grace and Goodneſs , whercwith your Majeſty 
" hath becn pleaſed to publiſh your Royall intcrnions, 
* of adhering to your A& of Indemprity 2nd Oblivion, 
* by 2 conſtant and Rcligious obſervance of it, And 
* our hearts .are further enlarged in theſe returnes of 
* Thanlgivings when we conſider your Majeſtics mot 
\* Princely, and Heroick Proteffions of relying upon the 
: Aﬀc&ions of your pzyple, and abhorring all ſort of mi- 
: litary and arbitrary Rule, Bur above all wee c1n never 
enough remember, to the honour of your Majcftics Pi- 
© ety, 2nd our unſpeakable Comfort, thoſe ſolcunne and 
* endearing Invitations of us your Majeſttes Subj 0s 
(0 


[711 , 
© to prepare Lawes to be preſented to yout Majeſty, a* 
© 22inſt the growth and encreaſe of Popery;z and withall to 
© provide more Laws azainſt Licenti uſncls and lmPicty,4t 
*the ſame time declaring your own Reſolutions for main- 
* taining the A of Unitormity, 

* And it b: comes us alwaics to acknowledge and ad- 
* mire your Majcſtics Wiſdome in this your Declaration, 
* whereby your Majefty is pleaſed to reſolve, not only by 
* {umptuary Laws, but by y ur own Royall example of 
© frugality, to reſtrain that exc ſs in mens expences, which 
* is grown lo generall, and fo cxorvitant; and to aire our 
© endeavours, to find out fir, & proper Laws far advance- 
* ment of Trade and Commerce. 

* Aft-r all this we moſt humbly beſcech your Majeſty 
*to beleive, Thar it ts with cxtrcam unwillingneſs and re= 
© lyuQancy of heart, that we arc brovght todiffer from any 
* thing which your Majcfty hath thought fir to: propoſes 
* And though we do no way doubt, but that the unreaſo. 
* nable diſtempers of mens ſpirits, and the many Munti- 
*nies and Conſpiracies which were carried on, durins the 
* late intervalls of Parliament, did reaſonably incline vour 
© Majcſty to endeavour by your declaration, to give fone 
* allay to thoſe ill humovurs , til! the Parliament Aﬀeme 
* bled and the hopes of indulge, if the Parlizmens 
* ſhoul cvaſcnt to ir, cfpectally ſeeing the pretenders to 
* this indulgence, did fccm ro 1n2ke fome titles to it, Ly 
* vertue of your Mijefties Decliration from Breda. Nee 
* vertheleſs, wo your Mijeſties wot Dutitull and Loyal! 
* Subjects, who arc now returned. to ſerve in Parlizmeng 
* from thoſe ſ.vcrall parts and pinces of your Kingdom, 
for which we are choſen, Do. humbly ofer to your M1- 
© jeſties great VViſdome, Thar it is in no fort adviſable, 
* tat 


_ F587 
j that there be any indulgence to ſuch perſons | who pre: 
* ſame to diſſent from the At of Unitormity,and the Re. 
t ligion eſtabliſhed, 
For theſe Reaſons , 
© We have conſidered the Nature of your Majeſties 
© Declaration from Breda, and arc humbly of Opinion, 
© That your Majeſty ought not to be prefſed with it any 
© farther , 
© Becauſe it is not a promiſe in it ſelf , but only a Gra- 
tious Declaration of your Majeſties Intentions , to doe 
what in you lay , and what a Parliament ſhould adviſe 
your Majeſty to doe ; and no ſuch Advice was ever gi- 
ven, or thought fit to be offered z nor could it be other. 
wile underſtood, becauſe there were Laws of Uniformi. 
ty.then in being, which could not - be diſpenſed with , but 
© by At of Parliament. 
© They who do pretend a right to that ſuppoſed promiſe, 
put the Right into the hands of their Repreſentatives, 
whom they choſe to ſerve for them in this Parliament, 
* who have paſſed , and your Majeſty conſented to the AR 
* of Uniformity, If any (hall preſumeto ſay, that a right 
© to the benefit of this Declaration doth ſtill remain atter 
*this A& paſled , 
© It tends to diſſolve the very Bonds of Goverment, and 
© to ſuppoſe a diſability in your Majeſty and the Houſes 
* of Parltament to make a Law contrary to any part of 
* your Mijeſties Declaration, though both Houſes ſhould 
* adviſe your Majeſty to it. 
© We have allo conſidered the nature of the Indulgence 
* propoled, with refcrence to thoſe conſequences , which 
* muſt neceſſarily attend it, 
* Jr will eſtabliſh -Schiſme by a Law , and make the 
* whole 
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© whole Goverment of the Church precarious } and the 
© Cenſures of it of nv moment or Conſideration art all. 
© It will no way become the Gravity or Wiſdome of 4 
© | ©Parliament, to paſſe a Law atone Sefſion for Uniformity, 
'and at the next Sefſion (the Reaſons of Uniformity con- 
 FFrinuing ſtill the ſame) topafſe another Law to fruſtrate 
es Y* or weaken the execution of ir, | 
MN, F ©lItwill expoſe your Majelty to the reftlefſe importuni- 
ny F*ty of every Se or Opinion, and of every ſingle Perſon 
| Bf allo, who ſhall preſume to difſent from. the Church of 
4- RB Enplazd, 
0 | ©lt will be a cauſe of increaſing Seas and SeRaries, 
! le * whole numbers will weaken the true Proteftant Profeſſi- 
2* Won fo far, that it will at leaſt be difficult for it, to defend 
cr I itſelf againſt them: And which is yer farther Conſidera-' 
ve F ble, thoſe Numbers which by being troubleſome to the 
Government, find they can arrive to an Indulgence, will 
- , 5 their Numbers increaſe, be yet more; troubleſome, 
fe, that fo at length they may arrive to agcnerall Toleration, 
which your Majeſty hath declared againſt , and in time 
ſome prevalent Sc&, will at laſt contend tor an cſtabliſh» 
ment, which for ouzht can be foreſeen, may end in Po- 
Ihe pery, ” 
| *lt isa thing alto2-ther without precedent , and will 
take away all means of Convicting Recuſants, and be in- 
conſiſtent with the Method and proccedings of the Laws 
ſes Fo England. 
* Laſtly it is humbly conceived,thatthe Indulgence pro< 
uld Þf pos'd will be ſo far trom- tending to the peace of the” 
Kingdom, that it is rather likely to occaſion great di- 
ſturbance. Andon the contrary ; That the aſſerting of the 
Lawcs , and the Religion cltabliſl't , according to the 
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* 47 of Viiformi'y, is the moſt probable means to pros 
© duce a ſertled Peace and Obedience throughout yane 
© Kingdome: Becaufe the variety of Profeſſions in Relj. 
© gion,when openly divulged,doth direQly diſtinguiſh ma 
* into parties, and withall gives thera opportunity to count 
*theirnumbers; which confidcring the animoſities tha 
© out of a Religious Pride will be kept on foot by the ſeve. 
call fations, doth tend direQly and incvitably to oper 
*difturbance, ; 

Nor can your Majeſty have any Security, that the Do. 
© Arine or Worſhip of the ſeverall Fa&ions, which are al 
© governed by a ſcverall Rule, ſhall be conſiſtent with the 
* Peace of your Kingdome. 

* And ifany perſons (hall preſume to diſturb the peace 
© of the Kingdome, Ve do inall humility declare, That 
© we will for ever, and inall Occaſions, be ready with oy 
© utmoſt endeavour and Affiſtance, to adhere to and ſerye 
* Your Majeſty according to our bounden Duty and 
« Allegiance, 
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My Brahbren ; 


eve 1 Have now given you my Authorities, viz; 


1, Theprivate Teſtimonies of twenty emi- 

DoF nent Divines, 
h £ 2, The publick "Teſtimony of the Presby- 

terian Miniſters m the City of London ( Synodi- 
peaceſ cally ) met at Stn Colledge, 
, 3. The Authority of that Wiſe,and Learned 

"| King James and his Privy Councill, 

 anlfſÞ 4. The Votes and Reaſons of the Honourable 
Commons Aflembled in this preſent Parlia- 
ment, 

All which I have deſignedly ranked in this 
method, that oblerving the order of nature, and 
beginting ab imperfefttort, T might gradually af- 
cend to that which is mere perfet#;for ſuch I think 
the Reaſons of the Houſe will be found; (to him 
that dares attempt them):z, e. Impregnable and 
ÞF unanſwerable, 

I Know not how it fares with other men , (I 
am no judge of their honeſty or Knowledge )but I am 
lure,as tome the premiſes have appearea fo con- 
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- fiderable,I ſhould think the world might ſuſpe& 
either my Intellefualls,or Moralls, were I not thu 


apprehenſive of ſo convincing a Light, 


My Brethren, (that I may deal freely with 
you) Iam perfectly amaz'd, and (I had almoſt 


taid) ſcandaliz'd; rhat men ſo eminent for Leary. 
ing, ſo noted for Pity , and (if we may beleive 
themſelves it being one of their grand Topickes 
for Indulgence) fo conſiderable for Policy, I ſay, 
thar theſe men ſhould ſo warmely concerne them- 
ſelves for this Thing call'd Toleration, which (as 
I hope the premiſes have evinc'd) is not onely de- 
ſfrrufive both to Church & State, bur alſo(which 
prudent men would a little conſider) ſo direct- 
ly contraryto their former Priziezples & Prattices, 

I am very unwilling to make any unpleaſing 
RefleCtions, but 'ris the Larguage of the world 
(and I am not yet inſtructed co confute 1t) chat 
itis not a Toleration, (however pretended, as the 
maſt advantageous method , that can at pre- 
ſe ent be employ'd ) buta Reformation, (that IS, 
(as ſad experience hath explained it) a totall Ex- 
tirpation of what ever is contrary to 'their hu- 
mours aud defignes) that each diflerent Partte 


endeavours to eltabliſh, 
Now 
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Now that this may not be rejected as aſlan- 
dering 4efigne, onely to make you odions to Au- 
thoritte, (as 1s commonly objected) there are ſe- 
verall Reaſons (at leaſt ſtrong conjeEtures) that 
ſeeme highly to enforce the formentioned Charge, 

lam wiiling to conclude; and ſhall therefore 

ive you My 1:0tions in gyoſſe, leaving the Araly- 

= your aCuter Judgements, 

There are you know ſuch things in the world, 
2s a Jus Drvinum of ſome one Forme of Crovern- 
ment , and a Solemne League and Covenant; 
boch which as being direCtly contrary to your 
pretended T oleration , (had I but the leyfure 
or ability to improve themy might eaſily be re- 
ſolved into Volume of Arguments, 

But leaving, this performance (if occaſion 
ſhall require) to the management of ſome abler 
Pen, permit me very calmely to beg your Re- 
ſolution to this following Propofall, 

Were you 1n the ſame Condition, (2, e, ) did 
you enjoy the {ame encourageing Circumſtances, 
that your Adverſarics , the true Sous of the 
Church of England (chrough Crods great mercy 
and the Indulgence of a gratious Prince) areat 
preſent favoured with; then lay your hands upon 
M 2 your 


Ant. Toles 
741, Þ. 6. 


your breaſts - and tell 'me, as in the Preſence of 
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the great Cod that ſhall judge the world; Whe. 
ther would you then indulge eirher Perſon or 
Parties, that ſhould diſſent from your eſtabliſhed 
Diſcipline , be it Preſbyterian , or Independent, 
or any other whatſoever: (e, g.) Whether would 
you then permit that eHiniſter to preach publick- 


* ly, that ſhould yead the Service of our Church, 


weare a Surpliſse, uſe the C roſſe in Baptiſme, Kneel 
at the Sacrament, &C: and not onel y {but the ut- 
molt of whoſe endeavours ſhould be employ'd in 
perſwading others to the like praCtices, telling 
them that the contrary (by you obſerved ) was 
irreverent and undecent,and therefore of all good 
Chriſtians to be loath'd and abhorr'd, I ſay tell 
me plainly; Is it fit to grant a Toleration and In- 
dulgence to ſuch a Perſon or no? if not,then(even 
your ſelves being judges) neither is it fit to Tole- 
rate you, fince your Principles and PraCtices are 
as diſtant from his (I mean the true Sos of the 
Church of England) as his from yours, as deſtru- 
Etive to his, as his to yours: aud zt is unreaſonable 
(lays the defender of the London Miniſters Letter 
to the Aſſembly )that Independents fhould defare that 
Toleration from Preſbyters which they would not grve 
to 


ws Yan. © ©. ©. = 1 


CC ——_—_—— = Y.,© ww ww. ca ww to ww iy A = oa 


—_ 


[85] 
to Presbyters; fo ſay, it is unreaſonable that In- 
dependents, Presbyters, or any other Sect ſhould 

delire that Toleration from Epiſcopacy, which 

they would not grant to Epiſcopacy.For with what 

face can 1 defire a courteſue from him, to whom I do 0- 

penly profeſſe, I would deny the ſame Courteſie, 

But now if you take the other member of the 
Contradifiton, and ſay, you would tolerate the fore- 
mention'd Perſon, ſuppoſeing him otherwiſe of a 
quiet, and peacable temper; let me then defire 
you further to reſolve me. Are you perswaded, 

That the Church of England requires any thing Sin- 
full as the condition of her Communion or not ? if 
you ſay, ſhee does not (Tam no lictle troubled to * vn 
mention it, but theres no evaſion) I mult plainly !**, 5 

a  . ſomeetbing 
tell you, you are no better then downright Schiſ y4;ch # fm 
maticks; for Schiſme in the proper notion of it is ful requi- 
nothing elſe,but a cauſeles Separation fromthat part A _ 
of the vifuble Church of which we were members: now of our Come 
there is no ſufficient cauſe for ſuch Separation but —_ e 
* Sm;it being the judgement of our beſt writers me to be 
upon that Controverſie, that nothing else could ire © 
warrant our Separation from Rome but this; that our ſelves. 
ſhe required as Conditions of her Communion on ” 
ſomewhat in fide exconeous,or in fafo impious, 9;,* © 


ut 
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But if you are perſwaded (and ſome of you. 
have declared it) that ſhe does require ſomething 
which is fnfull, as the Condition of ber Commuman, 
then the Caſe is cleare; the Make falls of; and] 
have finiſhed my 'Taske; for, ſince all Sm 15 con- 
felledly the objeEt, not only of our hatred and 
averſation, but alſo of totall excirpation (it being 
every ones duty not only to avoid Sin hunſelfe, 
but (by all lawfull waies ard methods) to hinder 
its Commiſſion in others) I ſhall humbly leave it 
to his molt ſacred Majeſtie and the Wiſdome of 
the Parliament to Conſider; 

VVhether it be eicher Religron , or Policre to 
tolerate thoſe Perſons, or Parties , which are 
perſwaded in their Conſciences, that it 1s a ne- 
ceſlarie incumbent Dutie, not orely to hate and 
deteſt, but alſo (by all thoſe waies and methods 
which they themſelves ſhall thick lawtfullco 
weaken, alter, & extirpate the ſettled Crovern- 
ment of the Church 2? the which Alteration , what 
mfluerce it may have.upon the State, and how 
DeltruCEtive ic may prove to his Majeflies 
Crown and Kingdomes, (T hope it is no breach 
of the Act of Oblivion totell you) the experience 

of Jate years hath ſuggelted a very fatall core 
Cture, 
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